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| Need a Hand to Guide Me 
By T. O. Chisholm 


It is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps. —Jeremiah 10: 23. 


’ IS not in me, O Lord, to know 
The path wherein my feet should go, 

A little child, so prone to stray, 
So easily I lose my way, — 

I need a Hand to guide me. 
I journey thro’ an alien land, 
And dangers bide on ev’ry hand, 
And pathways lead that way and this, 
And often verge unseen abyss, — 

I need a Hand to guide me. 


Conflicting voices call to me, 
Confusing lights and signs I see, 
So many roads that would betray, — 
And only one ‘true, living way,’’ — 
I need a Hand to guide me. 
What human wrecks lie ev’rywhere ! 
What tragedy, what black despair, 
Of those who groped with darkened mind, 
Their way, unaided, sought to find ! — 
I need a Hand to guide me. 
Perplexed, bewildered, Lord, am I, 
One single step I dare not try, 
I stand and wait Thy clear command, 
I need a Hand, a guiding Hand, — 
Thy wounded Hand! — to guide me. 


4 
Speaking the Truth in Love 


Reproofs may lose their force because 
of the way they are given. Harshness 
does not promote good feeling; it may 
arouse resentment instead of readiness to 
admit wrong. A mistake was made in 
the columns ‘of a British Christian journal, 
and an editerial statement in a later issue 
notes that: g@ correspondent “writes a vio- 
lent and bitter letter, quite lacking in 


Christian courtesy though making great ' 


parade of Christian truth. ‘Lie,’ ‘slander,’ 
‘prejudice,’ are conspicuous in this letter. 


We confess to having been betrayed into 
repeating a misstatement, and have now 
taken this the earliest opportunity of put- 
ting ourselves right with those concerned; 
but we repudiate this correspondent’s 
charges, and think he owes us an apology 
fo- making them.” There is in these days 
appalling departure from Christian truth, 
but that does not warrant, in those who de- 
fend the truth, a departure from Christian 
courtesy. As we walk in the Spirit, our lives 
will be filled with grace and truth, and we 
shall speak “the truth in love.” 


Z 
Simple Faith Wins 


Great scholarship is not so valuable 
as great faith, When the two go together 
it is a blessed combination, Unfortunately 
scholarship sometimes busies itself to break 
down faith instead of to build up. A Mod- 
ernist minister was preaching on the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah; he declared very 
positively that this chapter, which tells 
us that “all we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all,” could not possibly 
refer to Christ. He set forth an elaborate 
“proof” of his position, After the service 
a humble hearer, who had no scholarship 
or special education, went to the preacher 
and asked him why he had said this about 


% 


the Isaiah chapter. “Oh,” replied the.min- 
ister, “I am satisfied that my position is 
correct, for I have a book at home} ihat 
goes into the matter very fully, and it 
proves conclusively that Isaiah could not 
have been referring to Christ.” “That 
is strange,” answered the other, “for I have 
a book at home that says that very chap- 
ter does refer to Christ.” “Is that so,” 
asked the minister in surprise; “what book 
have you that says this?” “The New Tes- 
tament,” answered the humble believer; and 
he referred the minister to Acts 8, where 
the Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah 53, 
and “Philip opened his mouth, and began 
at the same scripture, and preached unto 


him Jesus.” 
=< 


Five Qualifications 


There are certain qualifications we must 
have if we would be used of God. These 
qualifications do not include great learning, 
genius, riches, executive ability, and other 
similar assets that many of us will never 
have. Paul has told us, by inspiration, 
just what they are. D. L. Moody is quoted 
in the Keswick Calendar as follows: “Paul 
sums up five things that God uses: ‘the 
weak things,’ ‘the foolish things,’ ‘the base 
things,’ ‘the despised things,’ and ‘the things 
which are not. When we are ready to 
lay down our strength and our weakness 
before the Lord, he can use us.” 
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With the Colporteurs in Many Lands 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


kind, but the cosmic movie which I 

observe autumn evenings as I come 
back from supper and see Betelgeux and 
Aldebaran and Rigel leading their galaxies 
up the eastern sky. And there is another 
movie I enjoy when the lamp is lit and the 
box stove filled with fragrant burning 
birch wood. It’s the American Bible 
Society movie, the Christian panorama 
displayed as one turns page after page of 
the recently issued Report for 1934, 
which is the one hundred and eighteenth 
annual report. It covers all lands. It 
deals with eternity as well as with 
time. Its “stars” are singularly heroic, 
if humble, men and women. It has to do 
with the greatest thing in history, the 
evangelization of the world. 

These colporteurs endure the cross. Mr. 


| LIKE movies. Oh, no, not the theater 


ide la Cruz’ very name means “of the 


cross,” and he lives up to it. He has been 
put in jail four times in the Mexican state 


of Tebasco “for selling saints,” —that is, 
copies of the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, St. Luke, and St. John. The Méxi- 
can government has not yet learned to 
discriminate between real saints and plas- 
ter ones. “In jail they tried to get me 
to renounce my religious faith and believe 
only in science, They maltreated me and 
made me do forced labor, but at last God 
set me free.” 

Paul wrote, “Through a window in a 
basket was I let down by the wall.” One 
of his “imitators” works in West Virginia 
guiches. “At K. I had to carry my outfit 
with a basket of books down the moun- 
tain on the haulage. The drop of one 
thousand feet was made on one and a half 
inch rope. And then the thrilling experi- 
ence of being hoisted again in the dark- 
ness after the service I held.” 

Then there is colporteur Diaz trudging 
about in the high Peruvian Cordilieras, 
14,000 feet above the sea. In seven months 








738:* 


he visited 186 towns, villages, mining 
camps, and plantations, often sleeping in 
the open. The elevation is four thousand 
feet above Mont Blanc. One is not, sur- 
prised to learn that at times he suffers 
from exposure in the snows. 

In the Canal Zone Mr. Harris, a Hebrew 
Christian, oculist by profession, devotes 
much of his spare time visiting the ships 
passing from ocean to ocean. Last year 
he circulated 3,595 Gospels in many lan- 
guages. 

Colporteur Chou visited a remote ham- 
let where the farmers: were. praying to 
idols for rain. He taught them to pray 
to the living God.. The next time he 
passed he saw that the temple had been 
rededicated to “The Most High God, the 
Immortal One of Heaven.” Their prayers 
for rain had been answered. 

“IT have meat to eat that ye know not 
of,” said our Lord.. The great Travancore 
evangelist, Sadhu Kochu Kunju, is aflame 
with zeal. When asked by the heathen the 
secret of his tireless energy, seeing that 
it could hardly come from his frugal daily 
meal, he raised his Bible aloft and cried, 
“The Bible is the food for an active and 
powerful life. It is the very essence of 
life.” 

Such are the colporteurs. Their com- 
bined effort in the last ten years has been 
a sale of 85 million copies of Scripture, 
small and great, and this is the sale of 
the American Bible Society alone. The 
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Eastern Agency of the United States noted 
last year a marked increase in purchase 
of whole Bibles, about 80 per cent, in fact. 
The Society put 35,000 Testaments into 
the Civilian Conservation Camps in 1933. 
Mr. Halliday is working the little state 
of San Salvador on a house to house pro- 
gram. ‘They expect to cover the entire 
state in five years. Already they have 
gone through 27 towns and 272 rural dis- 
tricts with a population of 219,128. It is 
interesting to learn that Gideons have 
placed Bibles in three of the largest hotels 
of the city of San Salvador; also in those 
of Santa Ana and San Miguel. This is 
their first placement in Central America. 

“Which is come unto you, as it is: in 
all the world,” said Paul of his own col- 
portage, and then added, “and bringeth 
forth fruit . . . since the day ye heard of 
it.’ Among others, fruits of repentance. 
A recently installed elder in a Siamese 
Presbyterian church had been studying 
Matthew 5:23, “If thou bring thy gift 
to the altar...” He was that Sunday 
preparing to make his weekly church gift 
and then suddenly recalled that when his 
father died he had changed the stakes in 
the family rice field, thus taking for him- 
self a large slice out of his stepmother’s 
portion. The secret was his alone, and 
ten years had passed, yet he went and 
made confession and full restitution. So 
is the Bible “a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” 
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Do Moses and Ezekiel Disagree? 


Enclosed is a letter sent to me by a 
young man. This letter was written after 
he had received answers from me on his 
statement, “The Bible contradicts itself.” 
He used for his Scripture Exodus 20: 5, 
“For I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me”; and 
Ezekiel 18:20, “The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son.” 


I have received much help from THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs and wish to thank 
you for it as well as my Lord. It is good 
to read a good fundamental paper that 
stands upon God’s Word in these days of 
unbelief.—A New Jersey reader. 


In the letter from the young man a fur- 
ther question is asked about Ezekiel 18: 
1, 2: “The word of the Lord came unto 
me again, saying, What mean ye, that ye 
use this: proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge?” Concerning this passage he writes: 


I interpret this as meaning that the 
prophet was preaching this proverb in the 
belief that the iniquity of the fathers is 
visited upon the children and the Lord is 
correcting him in Ezekiel 18:20. He defi- 
nitely states that “the son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father.” This still ap- 
pears to me as being a contradiction. 


Exodus 20:5 is part of the second of 
the Ten Commandments, which are God’s 
fundamental laws for man. They were 
given not only to show God’s holiness and 
the way in which God wants man to live, 
but also for man’s good, that he may live 


in peace and happiness on this earth. Men’s 
consciences have become so hardened that 
they have forgotten many of these laws, 
but they cannot break them without suf- 
fering. A Bible commentary is no more 
effective than city slums, or the wards 
in a great hospital, or the helpless con- 
dition of the children of heathendom in 
bearing out the terrible truth of the words, 
“visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me.” It is 
an awful fact that sin starts a train of 
tragedy that cannot always be stopped at 
once. 

But when Ezekiel prophesied to Israel, 
during her captivity in Babylon, he was, 
in chapter 18, bringing the Israelites face 
to face with their individual responsibility 
to God. He was arousing them to the fact 
that any of them who would choose to do 
good would be rewarded accordingly; but 
if they chose to do evil, they would suffer 
accordingly. Thus he placed before the 
Israelites the eternal consequences of sin, 
and the fact that every man must settle 
for himself the question of his eternal sal- 
vation, when he said: “The soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die. The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son: the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him.” 

In Exodus 20:5 the fact is emphasized 


that the consequences of sin may run‘ 


through several generations, while in Ezek- 
iel 20: 18 we are reminded of the fact that 
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salvation is a-personal matter...Thus there 
is no real contradiction between these two 


7 
When Ripley Slips 


Enclosed is “Believe It Or Not,” by Rip- 
ley, from the Evening Bulletin, Philadel- 
phia, September 26. Can you comment 
upon “The Tree of Knowledge as Only a 
Stump,” and the remarks under the head-. 
ing, “Authentic Tree of Knowledge” ?—A 
Pennsylvania reader. 

The cartoonist Ripley has put an enor- 
mous constituency, doubtless numbering 
many millions, under obligation by his 
clever and authentic accumulation of many 
facts of an amazing character. It is said 
that he scours the world for these, by cor- 
respondence, secretarial help, and personal 
travel; and his syndicated feature, “Believe 
It Or Not,” is eagerly read. 

But Mr. Ripley is human, and once in 
a while he makes a mistake in his findings 
or conclusions. This was so several years 
ago when he attempted to prove that Me- 
thuselah had the world-record for endur- 
ance swimming, alleging that his life con- 
tinued into and beyond the flood — therefore 
he must have been swimming during the 
entire time of the flood! Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot Times (March 21, 1931) showed 
the mistake in Mr. Ripley’s calculations 
from the Bible chronology, and called at- 
tention to a fact overlooked by Mr. Ripley, 
that Jewish writers, according to Matthew 
Henry, say that Methuselah died “seven 
days before” the flood. The very meaning 
of the name “Methuselah,” according to 
the Companion Bible, is: “When he is 
dead, it shall be sent [i. e., the deluge].” 

The statement about which the Pennsyl- 
vania reader inquires accompanies a sketch 
of “The Tree of Knowledge,” which is 
portrayed as “only a stump” and is pub- 
lished as “From Sketch made in the Gar- 
den of Eden.” The accompanying state- 
ment reads as follows: 


_ passages. 


The Authentic Tree of Knowledge.—The 
Garden of Eden is now: believed to have 
stood on the site of the city of Kurnah, 
lying at the confluence of the two great 
rivers Euphrates and Tigris in Irak Arabi. 
The river formed by this confluence is 
called-Shott el Arav and flows ‘through sev- 
eral mouths into the Persian Gulf. The 
city of the Paradise still contains the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil which 
tempted Adam and Eve in their desire of 
eternal wisdom. When I was in Kurnah 
last year I saw the Tree and found it to 
be an ancient stump. Not far is the city 
of Basra in which dwelt Sindbad the Sailor 
of the Arabian Nights. 


It is obvious that we cannot know, with 
any definiteness, the exact location of the 
Garden of Eden. We can know just what 
the Bible tells us about its location, but 
it is probably impossible to identify the 
spot today from the Bible description. 
There have been reverent but differing 
theories as to the location, some placing it 
in Armenia in a region where the sources 
of the Tigris and the Euphrates are found, 
others placing it near the head of the Per- 
sian Gulf. But it is difficult to understand 
how Mr. Ripley, who counts as his most 
valuable asset the reliability of his state- 
ments of fact, could say that “the city 
of the Paradise still contains’ the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil which 
tempted Adam and Eve.” Such a tradi- 
tion is obviously so impossible as to be 
ridiculous. 
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The Sunset of Ralph Norton's Life aa 


The heavenly glory that shone on the last weeks 
of his long service tor the Lord 
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By Edith F. Norton 
CON! 

















EVER do I recall so beautiful a 
N Belgian summer. The long, bright 

days of that fateful August were 
filled with a translucent light that seemed 
akin to those heavenly beams “that never 
shone on land or sea.” As I would leave 
the hospital in Brussels, night after night, 
the late sunset would con‘ront me as I 
turned into the long stretch of the rue de 
la Loi, Dipping, then rising, this long 
thoroughfare seemed to reach straight into 
that glowing orb itself, as it sank into a 
last burst of splendor in the west, and I 
thought: “That dear life there in the hos- 
pital room is like that, going on into the 
sunset of his life, and going out, like that, 
in glory.” Back of me, all the clouds 
would be tinged with the’ reflected light, as 
we, during those days, caught, and sought 
to hold fast, something of the glory that 
shone through opened doors of Heaven, 
ready waiting to receive the servant of God 
soon to enter those celestial portals. 


The Last Crowded Year 


For many months I had seen this event 
approaching; throughout the fourteen 
months of deputation work in America, 
from April, 1933, to June, 1934, I had seen 
my~ beloved husband laboring under ever 
increasing weakness, though in no way re- 
mitting his arduous program. Despite his 
sixty-five years, he, until our departure for 
Belgium, showed no diminution of his eager 
enthusiasm nor of his uncalculating re- 
sponse to every opportunity to make the 
Lord’s work known. Indeed, during the 
heats of summer of 1933, when he might 
have been resting, he had laid upon him 
the financial needs of another organization 
very dear to his heart, and made a long 
trip to enlist the interest of friends. With 
the aid he secured, the immediate crisis 
was met and new hope impagted to the be- 
loved leaders of that work. Thus he gave 
himself, unwilling to lose any opportunity, 
even one of seeming unimportance, until by 
the spring of 1034 he was at the end of 
his strength. I cannot forget that, during 
our extremely busy campaign in California 
in January, 1934, he took two days that 
might have been spent in rest, going all 
the way to San Diego to join a group of 
friends in their weekly prayer meeting, 
more for their comfort than on his own 
behalf, although his love for the place of 
prayer would easily have led him to do 
that very thing. 

After the Florida campaign, ending the 
last of March, I was becoming increas- 
ingly alarmed, His intense love for his 
friends led him, while in Florida, to search 
out many whom he knew to be wintering 
there. A difficult trip was undertaken that 
he might stop off for only an hour with 
the W. R. Newells at DeLand, because 
he had heard of the illness of these friends. 
Our beloved friend, Mr. Henry P. Crowell, 
had invited us to spend several weeks with 
him at Augusta, Ga., directly after our 
Florida campaign, but our weariness made 





Stricken with a dreaded modern 
scourge, Ralph Norton to his last hour 
could yet praise God for His sustain- 
ing grace. It was not his bold and 
never-ceasing witness for the Lord, nor 
his amazing achievements in Belgium, 
that gave him supernatural peace and 
joy, but the knowledge that the blood 
of Jesus Christ had cleansed him from 
all sin. Those who loved Mr. Norton, 
the world over, will be grateful to Mrs. 
Norton for this intimate and touching 
account of the close of his life. As 
Christians everywhere read these ar- 
ticles, which will be continued in sev- 
eral issues, many will be moved to 
- pray: “Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be 
ike his!” 








it seem advisable first of all to have two 
quiet weeks in a friend’s cottage near Lake 
Swan. Here we spent our last holiday 
alone together. How good God was to 
us, and how near, those days! And more- 
over, — nor do I hesitate to record it, — He, 
the Giver of every good gift, gave to my 
husband a day of boyish enjoyment such as 
he had not known for many years. His 
one hobby had been fishing, and for twenty 
years I had never known him to travel 
without his folding fishing rod in his trunk, 
yet he had not been able to use it. On this 
trip to Florida his fishing rod was left 
behind, but the friendly grocer up the road 
lent him his own, a model much improved 
over the ancient one possessed by my hus- 
band. After several days of fruitless en- 
deavor, he, with a neighbor, spent a day 
at an adjoining lake, and caught more 
fish himself than his experienced compan- 
ion. How proud he was of his eight fine 
fish! 

Those memorable days of Bible study 
under the trees, of united prayer at night, 
of long rambles in the day. I see recorded 
in my diary, April 3, “Ralph fasted and 
prayed all day.” Nor was this an excep- 
tional day in his life. Often he was led 
thus to shut himself in with God and away 
from the claims of the flesh. Up until in- 
creasing weakness, accompanied by insom- 
nia, rendered it impossible he had his alarm 
clock set always at six o’clock, that he 
might have his two hours with the Lord 
before breakfast time. 


Saying Farewell to American Friends 
How gently the blessed Lord provided 
for his dear servant those last weeks in 
America! Mr. Crowell had the loving 
thought to send his own car all the way 
to drive us, with our belongings, from our 
cottage doorstep in Florida to the comfort- 
able rooms awaiting us at Augusta, thus 
conserving the fast failing strength of my 
dear husband. In my anxiety I had com- 
pelled my husband to seek medical advice 
in Florida, and again after reaching Phila- 
delphia shortly before our sailing in June. 
But nothing was discovered radically amiss, 
although painstaking examinations were 


made. The pains were diagnosed as being 
rheumatic, and the lassitude coming from 
fatigue. 

The last days in Philadelphia were ren- 
dered memorable by times of fellowship 
with our ever dear Secretary and friend 
Carolyn Stephan, and the very precious 
friends of many years, Mrs. Rcbert Haines, 
the Harvey Bortons, the Trumbulls, the 
Howards. How dearly he loved and prized 
every one! He made one last flying trip 
to New England to say good-by to Lyman 
Law at New Haven, the Talcotts and Miss 
Norton in Connecticut, Mrs. Russ at Hart- 
ford, and then returned to take our boat. 
Here again the loving hand of the Lord 
intervened. We had engaged passage on 
the tourist boat, S.S. Minnewaska, sailing 
June 8, but at the last moment this boat 
was taken off, and we transferred without 
extra charge to the Leviathan, first class. 
How we enjoyed the spacious decks and 
the quiet comfort of our roomy’ cabin! 
Landing at Havre, June 16, Saturday, we 
went on to Paris that evening and spent 
a quiet Sunday there, going out in the 
afternoon to Nogent-sur-Marne, to see our 
beloved friends, Pastor and Mme, R. Sail- 
lens and their daughter Mme. Wargeneau, 
who had a short time before lost her hus- 
band in the very same manner that he, 
my own husband, was later to be taken. 
Home Again in Belgium 

On Monday morning we left for Belgium, 
and a short four hours’ trip brought us 
home. How our hearts were stirred as we 
crossed the French frontier and passed 
through Braine-le-Comte and Soignies, 
where we have Mission stations, and then 
at last drew into the Gare du Midi at 
Brussels. As the train stopped and we 
alighted, there they were to greet us, the 
faithful ones, our children, — Winston, 
Williams, Van Puffelen, Grandjean, Walti, 
Vansteenberghe, Stearns, and others. What 
a home-coming! Afterward at the Mis- 
sion building there was a special tea, with 
a time of speech making, to welcome us 
back again to Belgium. On the Sunday 
following, we both spoke in the Brussels 
church and enjoyed a happy reunion with 
old friends. 

On June 27 we had a day of prayer with 
all the workers coming in from the prov- 
inces. It was indeed a day of spiritual 
feasting, and of heart-searching as well, as 
my dear husband brought a message that 
was a veritable candle of the Lord, illumi- 
nating in many consciences recesses where 
unconfessed sin lurked, and leading many 
to confession and renewed surrender. In 
the afternoon of that day, my husband 
asked that we both might be anointed and 
prayed over by several of the elder workers 
present, according to James 5:14, 15. This 
was an occasion of great solemnity, and 
the after results were swift in de -'oping. 
I began at once to improve in ft ith; a 
truly remarkable change was at unce ap- 
parent, for up to my arrival in Belgium, 
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my nervous condition had been far from 
satisfactory. On the other hand, my hus- 
band. began visibly and markedly to de- 
cline from that time. God was not slow in 
manifesting his will concerning us both, for 
the lesson we were then painfully to learn 
was that it is not always his will to heal, 
even when, in our inferior judgment, we 
deem it imperative that he should do so. 
What can I say of the agony of those days 
of midsummer for myself personally, — of 
the arguments I used in prayer, of the 
wrestlings throughout the hours of the 
night? But his word to me ever was, 
“What I do thou knowest not now; but 
thou shalt know hereafter” (John 13:7). 


“The Patience of Unanswered Prayer” 


It would be unfair to others, who pray 
with an intensity of longing like mine in 
those days, if I did not avow that there 
were moments when it seemed as though 
my prayer was heard and the dear life was 
to be restored. No subject can be more 
difficult of comprehension to our feeble in- 
tellects than this question of how to pray 
for those whom we love, when they are 
ill, Therefore, it may not be inappropriate 
to trace, for a little, the Lord’s dealings 
with myself at this crisis. As I saw the 
strength of my beloved visibly decline, and 
in the last weeks in an alarmingly rapid 
manner, I waited on the Lord unceasingly 
for his own miracle to occur, reminding 
him that it was not for myself that I 
prayed, but for his own work, which surely 
must be to his glory, therefore I dared 
insist. But ever came his word, “What 
I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt 
know hereafter.” Why did I have those 
moments of assurance in prayer, when I 
believed I was heard? I cannot say, — per- 
haps through the reflex action of my own 
intense yearning, perhaps by reason of the 
persistence of hope that even likes to mis- 
take the dictum of God, preferring to think 
the unfavorable word on his part may be 
due to one’s imagination, and that the hope 
within one’s breast is the real truth. But 
more and more as the conviction deepened 
that the restoration of my loved one was 
not -God’s will, I could breathe forth Ro- 
mans 3:4, “Yea, let God be true, but 
every man a liar,” and Job 13: 15, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 
Throughout those long summer days, I 
quoted often from Job 3:25, “For the thing 
which I greatly feared is come upon me, 
and that which I was afraid of is come 
unto me.” 


Up until the very week of entering the 
hospital, my husband insisted upon sharing 
in the Mission activities. He made jour- 
neys to Ghent and Bruges to see individual 
workers, he presided over all day confer- 
ences. We went in the Mission car to 
tent meetings at Huy and Tirlemont, and 
we visited several other posts. The trip 
to Tirlemont we made on August 5, the 
last Sunday before his entrance into the 
hospital. Over my remonstrance he in- 
sisted upon going, although he could 
scarcely hold himself erect on the hard 
bench. In all these visits God seemed to 
prepare for him some special joyous sur- 
prise. At Tirlemont it was to see one 
of our new Flemish Bible student gradu- 
ates conduct the evangelistic service in such 
an acceptable manner as to reveal the 
Spirit-imparted gift of an evangelist. At 
Charleroi, an ex-soldier was converted at 
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our night meeting, — one who had received 
a New Testament from us nineteen years 
before. Beside Charleroi, he visited and 
spoke at the post of La Louviére, to a large 
audience that hung on his words and 
greeted him afterward with infinite love. 

Those last weeks he could not sleep at 
nights, but would rise and study his Bible, 
the Book of Job giving him special satis- 
faction and comfort. Coming to realize 
more and more the gravity of his condition, 
he put all his business affairs in order and 
talked over with me many details concern- 
ing the work. We had consulted two doc- 
tors after returning to Belgium, the sec- 
ond an outstanding specialist in nervous 
diseases. Upon my urging an X-ray, both 
doctors felt it unnecessary. At last a third 
doctor was consulted, and it was he who 
discovered some latent trouble and ar- 
ranged for a series of X-ray examinations. 
The second of these revealed trouble, and, 
at my insistence, my husband entered at 
once the private Clinique Mayer in Brus- 
sels tobe prepared for the inevitable opera- 
tion. The night before his going we had 
one last season of prayer together, one 
final talk over the past and the future. 

The night of August 10 was that before 
his operation. On my knees in the dear 
familiar room, but now alone, I poured out 
my heart’s agony to the Lord. And he 
spake: “Knowest thou that the Lord will 
take away thy master from thy head to 
day?” (2 Kings 2:3),—and I, who had 
felt the blow so long imminent, could truly 
answer as did Elisha, “Yea, I know it.” 
Then it seemed to me Heaven opened upon 
me, and the glory shone through, — the 
glory awaiting my beloved; and like John 
Bunyan, who wrote, “And after that they 
shut up the gates, which when I had seen, 
I wished myself among them,” I, too, found 
it difficult to return to earth. 

The afternoon of that same day a group 
of us, Messrs. Williams, Vansteeriberghe, 
Stearns, and I visited my husband in the 
hospital, and together we celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper, and I was given grace to 
sing all seven’ stanzas of “O God, our help 
in ages past.” That afternoon his great 
weakness was apparent, and I had little 
thought that he would survive the next 
morning’s ordeal. How struck I was to 
see on the window sill his faithful pile of 
copies of the tract, “The Reason Why,” 
with which he had arrived at the hospital! 
Since returning to Belgium, he had under- 
taken a special ministry, in his daily walks, 
of putting a copy of this little book in the 
cars parked along the way. Up to the very 
end, when he could with difficulty walk a 
few squares he yet faithfully fulfilled this 
ministry. 


Entering the Valley 


The next morning, August 11, I was 
early at the hospital, Mr. Winston and 
Miss Scott accompanying me. Doctor 
Mayer, who was to operate, met me. “He 
is terribly weak,” he said. None of the 
nurses caring for him believed he could 
survive the operation. Doctor Mayer alone 
retained hope. God so wonderfully led in 
the choice of this doctor, in whose private 
hospital the operation was to take place. 
He was a former assistant of Dr. DePage, 
and a friend of our own Dr. Howard: Kelly 
of Baltimore. 

“You must not agitate him,” the doctor 
counseled me. With this, I entered the 


November 17, 1934 


room, and for a few minutes talked softly 
with my beloved. and prayed in a few 
words. “Would you like me to read to you 
a cablegram received just this morning 
from your friend Charley Trumbull?” I 
asked. 

What a bright smile overspread his coun- 
tenance! “How good of the Lord to send 
it just at this time,” he breathed, and I 
added. “Yes, and last night you had a 
telegram from Mr. Cosandey from Bale.” 

“Two. of the best friends I have in the 
world,” he remarked. What a lover of his 
friends he was! 

Because I was calm, the doctor permitted 
me to accompany my husband all the way 
into the operating room, and there remain 
until he lost consciousness under the an- 
esthetic. We whispered Scripture prom- 
ises to each other while waiting for the 
doctors to perfect their arrangements, and 
my dear one said, “Oh, may this trial re- 
sult in the bringing to a new consecration 
of all the workers in the Mission, and the 
healing of all divisions.’ “There are no 
shadows,” he breathed; “the Lord is keep- 
ing me in perfect peace and preserving me 
from any spiritual darkness.” 

On my knees in prayer, down in his hos- 
pital room, I awaited his return. After 
an hour a nurse entered. “Monsieur va 
bien” (“The gentleman is all right”), she 
said. Later the inert figure was brought 
back to his bed, and then Dr. Mayer en- 
tered. “Tell me the truth about my hus- 
band,” I said to him, and he told me all. 
What they had found was even according 
to my fears. It was cancer in the stomach, 
and a drastic operation was performed — 
all the malignant tissue cut away that they 
dared remove; but I was told frankly that, 
while he might recover from the opera- 
tion, there was no hope of his being spared 
but for a few months. Later on, when real 
progress was made, I was told he might be 
spared several years, that there had been 
cases where life was thus prolonged for a 
comparatively lengthy term. 


(To be continued) 
ye 


An Object Lesson 
‘from the Mission Field 


HE following striking illustration of 

spiritual truth comes from the Kwato 
Mission of Papua, founded in 1890 by the 
late Charles W. Abel on the Island of 
New Guinea. Mrs. Abel, her two sons 
and two daughters, and a number of other 
members of the mission staff are carrying 
on the work today. (The biography of 
Mr. Abel was reviewed in the Times for 


-August 11.) The description given here 


pictures a scene at one of the outstations, 
and is taken from a letter from Raymond 
Whale, who has recently gone from Eng- 
land to join the Mission in New Guinea. 

“The camp Cecil Abel was running at 
Sidea is now over and we were cheered 
by the news of many conversions of heathen 
people. I went over for the last Sunday of 
the camp with Russell Abel, and was very 
interested to see how these converts were 
taught by an object lesson. About 150 
interested people sat around a little plot 
of ground enclosed by a fence of little 
stakes ahout eight inches high. ‘There is 
One gate in the fence which can only be 
opened inside. Inside are all kinds of 
weeds growing, labeled ‘Bad Temper,’ 














Lesson for December 2 


‘Sins of the Flesh,’ ‘Wife Beating,’ ‘Lying,’ 
‘Stealing,’ and the like. The garden rep- 
resents a man’s heart — Sidea man’s heart. 

“Cecil explained how the natural man’s 
heart belongs to ‘Diabolo’ the coined Suau 
word for Devil; how we have to invite 
the Lord into our hearts, and how He with 
our consent will uproot the sins and replace 
them with flowers (Christian virtues). It 
is a wonderful way to teach these primi- 
tive people, who at first have no idea what 
sin is. It is most encouraging that these 
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people are so anxious to learn. Do pray 
that they may be built up in the faith and 
be a bright witness in their heathen sur- 
roundings. 

“After Cecil has spoken in Suau one or 
other of the Papuan workers translates 
what he has said into Tauvara. Pushing 
the sin a little way through the door and 
pulling. them back again a little later is 
very much deprecated. Away. goes an up- 
rooted sin, hurtling several yards away 
from the garden—the need to make a 
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complete repentance and full surrender to 
Christ is emphasized. After making a point 
Cecil would pause and ask them if they 
had understood. A chorus of assent would 
arise from the circle around him. Then one 
or two of the converts testified as to how 
Christ had delivered them from particular 
sins, Their testimonies were most valu- 
able. Another encouraging feature of the 
camp was the way some of the younger 
Kwato Christians gained experience in do- 
ing personal work.” 








‘time of Jacob's trouble 








Today's World News and Bible Prophecy 


Ominous signs of the coming Antichrist and the 


By D. M. Panton, Editor of the Dawn 


1 














Dictatorship 


LL modern dictatorship is essentially 
A one — the eradication of liberty. The 

London Times (May 24, 1934) says: 
“There is no difference in principle be- 
tween the methods of government prac- 
ticed by the various European autocrats, 
whether in Berlin or in Moscow, and 
emulated by our own Blackshirts and So- 
cialist League; and the only real difference 
in fact, so far as the sufferings of the peo- 
ple are concerned, is that if Fascism in 
various countries has slain its thousands 
then Bolshevism has slain its ten thou- 
sands.”. So Mr. Ramsay Muir, a chief 
organizer of the Liberal party in Great 
Britain: “In the post-War period freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, and free- 
dom of association have been completely 
suppressed, first in Russia, then in Italy, 
then in Germany. The denial of these 
unsettling liberties is today the first act of 
the new dictatorships.” 


4 
Dictators 


ACH fresh dictatorship appears more 

drastic, more approximate to the Anti- 
christ in its lawlessness, than the last. The 
fifty words of Herr Hitler’s self-exalting 
decree (we quote from the London press) 
confer powers far exceeding those exer- 
cised by Mussolini and Stalin, powers even 
beyond the ambition of any Eastern poten- 
tate. Napoleon at the summit of his splen- 
dor never enjoyed such power, and there 
is no parallel in civilized Europe to Herr 
Hitler’s omnipotence. Exactly such will 
be the self-aggrandizement of the Anti- 
christ. It is also significant that each dic- 
tator has his “mark” or emblem which is 
compulsorily imposed upon all: Mussolini, 
the fasces; Stalin, the hammer and sickle; 
Hitler, the swastika; and Kemal, the cres- 
cent, 

gee 


Dead Sea 


T IS probable that one lure which draws 

the Northern hordes (apparently includ- 
ing Germany) to Palestine (Ezek. 38: 15) is 
the wealth of the Dead Sea, a wealth which 
is said to exceed the combined wealth of 
all nations. Dr. T. H. Norton, the editor 
of Chemicals, estimated the chemical value 
of the Dead Sea at 253 billions ‘sterling. 
Nevertheless pure anti-Semitic hate, the in- 


- Sept. 5, 1923): 


tent to erase Jehovah by the eradication of 
the Jew, is the major lure. Some years 
ago the Chief Rabbi of Britain said (Times, 
“New Jewish massacres, 
and on an unprecedented scale, are openly 
advocated and systematically planned. Rus- 
sian monarchists declare that, in the event 
of their regaining power, they will slaugh- 
ter every Jewish man, woman, and child in 
that land.” 
ye 


Slav Hordes 


HE avalanche of the Northern hordes 

can be faintly judged by the huge war 
machine in Russia alone. The Soviet Gov- 
ernment’s own estimate of its military 
strength was recently given by L. M. Ka- 
ganovich, one of the foremost trio of 
Russia. He says: “Our organized forces 
include 11,000,000 members of trade unions, 
9,000,000 members of voluntary defense or- 
ganizations, more than 1,000,000 delegates 
to the Soviets, 5,000,000 members of the 
League of Communist Youth, and 4,000,- 
ooo pioneers. The leaders of this army are 
2,000,000 members of the Communist party, 
the best organized proletarian party in the 
world.” 

ye 


Russian Saints 


ROFESSOR V. P. MARTZINKOV- 

SKI, in a recent and authentic work 
on Russia, already issued in seven lan- 
guages,’ records a letter from central Rus- 
sia. “After our commune was closed,” 
says the writer, “I spent some time in the 
place where God’s servants have to stay 
(Acts 12:1-17; 16:24-28)”’—that is, 
prison— “and yet, I assure you, that dur- 


ing that time in my heart it was as though | 


I were living in the Garden of Eden, or 
eating the fruits of Paradise. Scarcely a 
single night passed when I did not rise 
from my bed and thank God. And what 
was that which moved me to praise him? 
Why, the consciousness of his wonderful 
presence. The tears flow from my eyes 
from this great and unspeakable joy. Then 
sleep flees from me, and the only thing for 
me to do is to get upon my knees and 
praise God for his faithful and unfailing 
presence with us.” 





1“With Christ in Soviet Russia.” By Vladi- 
mir 
Fellowship, 1213 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, 
$1.25 postpaid.) 


Ph.. : Martzinkovski.. (American-European © 


Bethlehem 


T IS significant that both Nazareth, on 

which fell neither the blight of Caper- 
naum nor the tears over Jerusalem, and 
Bethlehem are now Christian communities, 
Bethlehem has 8,000 Christians, 400 Mos- 
lems, and no Jews. Thus, by their with- 
drawal, the Jews cut themselves off com- 
pletely from any possibility of producing 
their Messiah; for “out of thee shall one 
come forth . . . whose goings forth are 
from of old, from everlasting” (Mic. 5:2). 


ye 
Jerusalem 


SATANIC strangle hold seems to have 

fallen on Jerusalem. Jews in promi- 
nent government positions make it almost 
impossible for new missionaries to enter 
Palestine; the rising tide of Jewish nation- 
alism has no thought whatever of Jehovah; 
and the Arab (Moslem) heart is a fast locked 
door. There are said to be only twenty- 
five known Moslem converts in all Pales- 
tine; and the total conversions for each 
year do not exceed the number of mission- 
aries in the land. The only group that is 
growing by leaps and bounds is the Ro- 
man Catholic. The evangelical workers 
in Jerusalem (from whom the writer re- 
ceived extraordinary kindness a few weeks 
ago) are fighting a desperate battle and 
need our fervent prayers. The day ap- 
proaches when, with the bodies of God’s 
two Prophets lying in its streets exposed 
to every indignity, the Spirit describes Je- 
rusalem as “the great city, which spirit- 
ually is called Sodom and Egypt, where 
also our Lord was crucified” (Rev. 11:8). 


pe 
Israel 


A VISIT to Palestine today reveals a 
situation more unutterably solemn than 
even one dreamed. Israel is heading 
straight for the awful precipice of Jacob’s 
Trouble. Nevertheless, our tender prayer 
can hover over the kinsmen of the Lord: 
No portents now their foes amaze, 
Forsaken Israel wanders lone; 


Their fathers would not know Thy ways, 
And Thou hast left them to their own. 


But oh, when stoops on Judah’s path, 
In shade or storm, the frequent night, 
Be. thou, long suffering, slow to wrath, 

A burning and a shining Light! 


SHERINGHAM, NorFOLK, Enc. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 
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By Ernest Gordon 








CIFISM is a serious problem for 

Christians on the foreign fields as at 

home. Miss Jeannette Miller writes 
from Angola: “There is a young boy here 
who was drafted as a soldier. He con- 
fessed his sins in church one day and said 
with a great sob in the middle of his 
words, ‘We soldiers have to kill people 
with a great knife.” He refused to go 
back as a soldier even though fined fifty 
doliars (on a wage of five cents a day). 
But the last word was that he was forced 
to return. 

There is war between Bolivia and Para- 
guay. Mr. Roberts of Aquile, Bolivia, says 
that many of the most faithful evangelicals 
have been conscripted and he rejoices that 
they gave good testimony when they left 
for the front. Most of the other recruits 
were drunk on leaving. They were marched 
to a plaza to do reverence to the patron 
saint of the Bolivian army, the Virgin of 
Carmen. “She will keep you from harm. 
She will give you courage to fight,” shouted 
the priest. The Christian boys neither 
took off their hats to the bejeweled image 
nor allowed the flaming red flannel badge, 
with the idol’s picture-charm against 
enemy bullets, to be pinned on their coats. 

Same terrible problem in France. M. 
Philippe Vernier, pastor and evangelist in 
Lille, refused, August, 1933, to serve in 
the French army for reasons of conscience. 
He was condemned to a year’s imprison- 
ment. When the year was up he was sent 
to the artillery, but again has refused to 
serve, and has consequently been remanded 
to prison for two years more. What 
should this man of lofty Christian person- 
ality do? 


A Black Luther in Congoland.—The 
greatest Roman Catholic center in the 
heart of Africa is Buta. Years ago Alfred 
Buxton, seeing a native of Buta reading 
in a shop in Bambili, asked him if he would 
like to read the Book of God. He assented. 
After a time he was taken sick, and for 
' six years led a wandering life in search 
of health. One night he had a dream and 
heard a voice saying, “Read in James 5: 14, 
where it says, if a man is sick let him 
call for the elders of the church to pray 
with him.” On waking he asked for his 
Book of God which had been in his trunk 
unopened for years, and after long search 
found the passage. He sent for the mis- 
sionary at Bondo, was prayed for, and got 
better. Then he heard a command to 
preach the Gospel and tell what God had 
done for him. 

He obeyed and has built up a church 
in which some 500 people gather on Sun- 
days, many ex-Catholics. Roman Cath- 
olic medals, crucifixes, and rosaries hang 
up in front with witchcraft whistles 
which the people had given up. The 
priests were furious, and besought a 
state judge to suppress him, but after 
hearing Musiki’s story from his ‘own 
mouth he told the priests not to interfere. 
They offered a sackful of francs to the 


local chief if he would order Musiki out 
of the village and away. Musiki read to 
him: - “When ye depart out of that house 
or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 
Verily I say unto you, it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the day of judgment, than for 
that city.” When the chief and his head- 
man heard this they declared, “We don’t 
want the judgment of God on us for send- 
ing Musiki away,” and returned the money 
to the priests. 

The priests then built a church in the 
next village, but nobody would go to it, 
and it has fallen down. Musiki has a 
school for over ninety children, and the 
preaching is spreading in surrounding dis- 
tricts. 


The Fading Theory.—Professor Henri 
Devaux, biologist of the University of Bor- 
deaux, tells us in The Evangelical Review 
of a visit to Gustave Le Bon, who is in 
charge of a scientific and philosophical 
publishing house. He had carried with him 
a book on evolution in manuscript which 
a scientific friend wanted to publish. When 
he showed it to Le Bon the latter broke 
out with: “A book on Evolution! No! 
No! This question is no longer of inter- 
est. .No one cares for it any longer.” 
Then he added: “Yes, it’s strange, but 
it’s a fact that this vast theory, which in 
its time had such a formidable vogue, is 
today left aside as without interest.” 

Then Professor Devaux quotes Profes- 
sor Caullery, whose very chair in the Sor- 
bonne was erected for the purpose of 
teaching the evolutionary theory, but who 
now declares that the problem is beyond 
experimental demonstration, that the muta- 
tions discovered represent defects not 
change for the better, and that, while we 
might conceive of favorable variations, all 


that we know experimentally are degener- - 


ations. Dr. Devaux declares that the 
studies in heredity and embryology have 
dealt a terrible blow to the evolutionary 
hypothesis. They have shown that the 
mest striking thing in variation is the in- 
variability of species. ‘The fixity of species 
is extriurdinary. 

The only thing left to evolution is the 
will to believe it. The French professor 
finds Vinet’s words very apropos: “Look 
out for hypotheses. They are the point 
of contact of the will with thought.” 


The truth concerning old Catholic plots 
against England has often been denied. 
Now it appears to be settled for good and 
all time. A Dominican monk; Father Mc- 
Nabb was, with two supporters, invited to 
the Public Record Office, London, on the 
first of August last by members of. the 
Protestant Truth Society, to examine a 
series of documents which the Deputy 
Master of Rolls had arranged for inspec- 
tion in a private room. The English 
Churchman states the results. 

The :Ely-Campion-Parsons: Plot, tran- 
scripts of November 14 and December 12, 








1580, in which Pope Gregory sanctioned 
the murder of Queen Elizabeth, was ex- 
hibited. Father McNabb accepted the 
authenticity of it after critically comparing 
the transcripts with the originals. 

Father McNabb asked to be shown 
copies of the Ely-Cardinal-Como Plot let- 
ter. He agreed that it was authentic. Mr. 
Close pointed out that his photocopy of 
this December 12 letter, containing the 
sanction of the plot, had been sent to Rome 
and verified at the Vatican. 

The Vatican archives stamp was shown 
on the documents relating to the plot of 
Cardinal Allen and the Jesuit Parsons to 
invade England. Next seen were ' the 
documents and photos relating to the Car- 
dinal Allen-Throgmorten-Gregory XIII 
plot to invade England in 1583; then: the 
document referring to the Pope’s sanction 
of the Duke of -Guise’s plot to murder 
Queen Elizabeth and invade England; next 
the Parry-Sixtus V Plot letters of January, 
1584, to murder Queen Elizabeth. All of 
these were acknowledged and verified by 
Father McNabb and Mr. Stewart, in spite 
of the fact that for a long time the last 
has been branded as a forgery by Roman 
Catholic historians. 

Then the remarkable certificate was 
shown, signed by the Jesuit Codretto, that 
Parry, before setting out on his mission of 
murder, had been to confession. The Vati- 
can stamp was on this certificate. 

Mary Queen of Scots’ letter of July 17, 
1586, sanctioning the murder of Elizabeth 
was inspected; the Jesuit York’s confes- 
sion that he had been commissioned by 
Jesuit William Holt to murder Elizabeth 
for a reward of 40,000 crowns; Spanish 
state papers containing a promise of 2,000,- 
000 crowns from the Pope for the Spanish 
Armada. These were original transcript 
copies brought by the British Government 
agent from the Vatican archives between 
1872 and 1909, undisputed by any authority. 

Of the 125 priests executed during Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign as traitors 123 had been 
trained at the College of Cardinal Allen 
and the Jesuit Parsons. All of these priests 
are designated as martyrs for their re- 
ligion by the Church of Rome. Nearly all 
have been “Beatified” or called ‘“Vener- 
able.” 

Cardinal Allen in his letter to the Pope, 
August 8, 1583, wrote: “We still have 
nearly 300° priests in various noblemen’s 
houses and we are almost daily sending 
fresh ones, who, when it is necessary, will 
direct the Catholic consciences and actions 
in this matter. They would let in Catholic 
auxiliaries of any nation, for they detest 
their domestic heretic more than any for- 
eign prince.” 


In Saxony the church authorities have 
issued a circular recommending that such 
names as Zion’s Church, the Church of the 
Reconciliation, and the like, be abandoned 
fo: German place names. . 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Lesson for December 2 
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LESSON. 9. DECEMBER 2. THE CHRISTIAN AS WITNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 


Golden Text.—Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.— Acts 1: 8 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Thess. 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church 
of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention 
of you in our prayers; 

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour 
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight 
of God and our Father; 

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 

5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know 
what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having 
received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and 
Achaia. . 

8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God- 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Thess. 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timothy, unto the church 
of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention 
of you in our prayers; 3 remembering without ceasing your work 
of faith and labor of love and * patience of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, before our God and Father; 4 knowing, brethren beloved 
of God, your election, 5 *how that our * gospel came not unto you 
in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and im 
much "assurance; even as ye know what manner of men we showed 
ourselves toward you for your sake. 6 And ye became imitators 
of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, 
with joy of the Holy Spirit; 7 so that ye became an ensample to 
all that believe in Macedonia and in Achaia, 8 For from you hath 
sounded forth the word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith to God-ward is gone forth; 
so that we need not to speak anything. 9 For they themselves report 
concerning us what manner of entering in we had unto you; and 
how ye turned unto God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come. 





ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
o For they themselves shew of us what’ manner of entering in 
we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve 


the living and true God; 


10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


po ' to the Lesson 


OW did believers win the name of 
H “Christians”? They were called 

Christians because they were wit- 
nesses to Christ. The name stamped their 
character. The people in Antioch among 
whom they lived observed that the One 
called Christ was the center of their think- 
ing, the object of their preaching, the model 
for their living. So they called them Chris- 
tians. To lose our character as witnesses 
is to lose our character as Christians. How 
does the church in our city compare as a 
witnessing church with the church of the 
Thessalonians? Are we Christians busy 
here and there witnessing to all sorts of 
things instead of fulfilling the prophecy 
and the command of our Lord: “Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me’? 


The Historical Setting 

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians from 
Corinth, on his second missionary journey, 
in A. D. 51 or 52, not long after the estab- 
lishment of the Thessalonian church. Tim- 
othy and Silas had just arrived in Corinth, 
bringing news of the Thessalonian church, 
which they helped to build (1 Thess. 3:6; 
Acts 18:5). Read Acts 17: 1-15, 


Verse by Verse 


1 Thessalonians 1:1.—Paul, and Sil- 
vanus. The Latin name for Silas, who took 
the place of Barnabas as Paul’s associate 
on the second journey, a prophet and 
“chief man” (Acts 15: 22-40; 2 Cor. 1: 
19; 1 Pet. 5:12). And Timotheus. Paul’s 
beloved child in the faith, converted prob- 
ably at Lystra on the first journey, later 
taking the place of John Mark (Acts 16: 
1-3; 1 Tim. 4:12). Paul alone writes the 


1Or, stedfastness. od 
our gospel, etc. *Gr., good tidings: and so elsewhere; see mar- 


2Or, God and our Father. *Or, because 


ginal note on Matt. 4: 23. °Or, fulness. 
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letter, but he lovingly associates with him 
these two helpers. 


Verse 3—Work of faith. Their living 
faith brought forth works of righteousness. 
Paul and James are one in teaching this 
truth, following their Lord’s teaching (Jas. 
2:17-26; Gal. 5:6; Matt. 7: 21-29). 
Labour of love. Faith works through love, 
and love results in toil and suffering, and 
hard tasks, caring for the needy and en- 
during persecution (Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 13; 
John 3:16; 21:15-17, R. V.). Patience 
of hope. New Testament “hope” has no 
uncertainty about it, but is sure and stead- 
fast, the blessed hope of Christ’s return. 
It is future, and unseen, so we wait for it 
with patience (Rom. 8: 23-25). In our 
Lord. He is the object of the hope. 


Verse 4.—Knowing . .. your election. 
Paul proceeds to give evidence that they 
were chosen of God (John 15: 16; Eph. 1: 
4), and that their membership in Christ’s 
Body was not a mere choice of their own. 


Verse 5.—Not... in word only, but also 
in power, Not in mere word, or in man’s 
word (1 Cor, 2:4; 4:20). In the Holy 
Ghost, The secret of the power (Acts 1: 
8; 4:33; 6:5, 6). The thought really is, 
“In the power of the Holy Spirit.” In 
much assurance. All the facts about their 
conversion gave evidence of God’s election 
and of his divine power. 


Verse 6.—Ye became followers of us. 
Or “imitators,” by God’s grace. Paul 
boldly exhorts his converts to imitate him 
in Christian living (1 Cor. 4:16; Phil. 3: 
17; 4:9). And of the Lord. They were 
to imitate their teachers as their teachers 
imitated Christ (1 Cor, 11:1), not copying 
their faults or their individual characteris- 
tics.. Received the word in much affliction. 
There was bitter persecution when the 
Gospel was preached in Thessalonica; and 
after Paul left they suffered much (1 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
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Thess, 2:14; 3:3, 4; 2 Thess. 1:4). With 
joy of the Holy Ghost. Glorious paradox 
of “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing” (2 
Cor, 6:10). The fruit of the Spirit is 
joy, in the midst of tribulation (Psa. 45: 
7; Ise. O6::3,. 35 Romi $4257). 

Verse 8.—Sounded out the word of the 
Lord, As of a trumpet resounding every- 
where—the word from which “echo” 
comes. In Macedonia. Where Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea were. Achaia. 
Where Athens and Corinth were. Your 
faith ., . is spread abroad. By the report 
of their lives and what the Gospel has done 
for them (Rom. 1:8). 

Verse 9—They themselves shew of us 
what manner of entering in. Instead of 
Paul having to tell others of the Thessa- 
lonians, they tell him about the result of his 
own work there. To serve the living and 
true God. In contrast to the dead and un- 
real idols. All of life now is serving him. 


Verse 10—To wait for his Son from 
heaven, See Special Topics.’ Whom he 
raised from the dead. They were witnesses 
to his resurrection, the foundation of Paul’s 
preaching (Acts 4:33; 1 Cor. 15: 1-4; 
Rom. 1:4). The resurrection is the pledge 
of his personal return, and of our resur- 
rection. Delivered us from the wrath to 
come, “Delivereth us,” or “the deliverer 
from”; coming wrath is a real and ter- 
rible thing, and only those safe under the 
blood will escape it (1 Thess. 5:9; 2: 163 
Rom. 1: 18; 3:53; 5:9; 2 Thess. 1: 5-9). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Witnessing to the saving and keeping 
power of the wonderful Saviour who has 
saved and is keeping us: this is the life 
purpose and program of the Christian. 
Our Lord said a strange word to the 
disciples after he commanded. them to go 
and preach the Gospel. He said, “Wait”; 
do not:go yet. They were to witness to 
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his resurrection. They knew the facts of 
his death and resurrection. Why could 
they not go at once and tell it? Because 
telling is not necessarily witnessing. They 
needed to wait for the Holy Spirit, and 
for power. How did the Holy Spirit give 
them power? By coming into them him- 
self, and imparting the resurrection life of 
Christ. They were then living witnesses 
to Christ’s resurrection. Power for the 
servant is God’s way of giving power for 
service. And that same Holy Spirit who 
is the power in them, quickened their word 
and worked the resurrection miracle in 
others who heard., This is effective wit- 
nessing. Let us tell the story by our life 
and by our lips. We are to witness not to 
our own experience, but to the death of 
Christ for sin, and his resurrection; let us 
tell it to men one by one, and expect mir- 
acle results by the power of the Spirit. 


Lesson Outlines 


Tue Great Witness Verse—Acts 1:8 

1. Person of the witness: 
the Lord Jesus. 

2. Power for the witness: “the Holy 
Spirit coming upon you.” 

3. Place of the witness: from Jerusa- 
lem to “the uttermost part.” 


“unto me,” 


THESSALONIAN WITNESSES 

1. Their sound conversion: in power, 
in the Holy Spirit, in much assurance. 

2. Their sound doctrine: the Gospel of 
God, the Word of God, the wrath of God, 
the Son of God, the resurrection, the 
second coming. 

3. Their sound practice: faith, love, 
hope, suffering, joy. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Thessalonian Letters. First of Paul’s 
letters to be written, they are last of the 
church letters in order in the New Testa- 
ment, And they are rightly placed there, 
as last in the progress of doctrine, concen- 
trating on the truth of Christ’s return. The 
first letter emphasizes the joy of his com- 
ing for believers, giving the first revelation 
of the rapture of the church. The second 
stresses the judgment upon sin, giving clear 
revelation of the man of sin. 


The Threefold Salvation. Salvation past, 
present, and future is beautifully summed 
up in 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10 as turning to 
God from idols, serving the living and true 
God, and waiting for his Son from Heaven. 
The work of faith and labor of love and 
patience of hope bring before us this same 
truth, set forth so frequently in the New 
Testament (cf. 1 Pet. 1: 3-13; 1 Cor. 13: 
13; Heb. 9:24-28; 10:22-24, R. V.). 
Mark the vital, present power of the hope 
of Christ’s return in those early churches 
(cf. 1 Cor. 1:73 Phil. 3: 20). 

Suffering and Tribulation. Christians 
are appointed to tribulation, and a dominant 
note of the New Testament is the note of 
persecution and suffering. Paul, the great- 
est witness, was the greatest sufferer. Study 
the message throughout the New Testa- 
ment, especially in 2 Corinthians and in 1 
Peter. God’s way of meeting tribulation 
is to glory in it, to joy in manifold trials 
(John 16:33; Rom. 5:3; Phil. 1:20, 30; 
zy dmess. 3:6; 3%:39,.-4$ Jas. 3:2; 2 Pet. 
3:14; 4: 12-16). 

Other Special Topics. Personal Work. 
Evangelism. Witnessing to Christ’s Sec- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. December 2.—The boa as Witness. 
onians 1 : 1-10 
10. December 9.—The Christian as Teacher. 
Matthew 7 : 24-29; Acts 18 : 24-28 
11. December 16.—The Christian and the 
Lord’s Supper ....1 Corinthians 11 : 23-34 
12. December 23.—The Christian Home 
(Christmas Lesson). 
Luke 2 : 8-19; Ephesians 6: 1-4 
13. December 30.—Tests of a Christian. 
1 John 5: 1-12 
First Quarter, 1935 
1. January 6.—Peter’s Conversion and Call. 
John 1 : 29-42; Mark 1 : 14-39 
2. January 13.—Peter’s Great Confession. 
Matthew 16 : 13-28; Luke 9 : 18-36; 
1 Peter 2:5, 6 
3. January 20.—Peter’s Lesson in Humble 
Service ...... John 13:1-17; 1 Peter 5:5 
4. January 27.—Peter’s Denial ..Mark 14 : 12-72 








ond Coming. Unreached Foreign Mission 
Fields. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Imitate Paul as a faithful witness: in his 
passion for Christ, in his love for men, in 
his preaching of the Word and of the 
whole counsel of God, in his godly life 
held up as an example for his converts, in 
his personal work from house to house and 
person to person, in his constant prayers, 
in his faithful and fervent letters, in his 
joy and suffering. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

Have a definite, clear-cut experience of 
supernatural salvation, as the Thessalon- 
ians did. 

Live a surrendered, victorious life, sep- 
arated from the world, a life that bears 
witness to the reality of Christ and his 
power. 

Make soul-winning central in your life 
plans. That will mean the need of power 
from the Holy Spirit, it will mean Bible 
study and prayer, also a definite witnessing 
to individuals, beginning now. 

Ways to witness: testimony to what 
Christ has done for you; speaking for 
Christ at home, in school, in the shop, by 
the way; distributing tracts and Gospels; 
street meetings; teaching Bible classes; 
teaching in Sunday school; visiting hos- 
pitals, jails, old people’s homes; visiting 
the sick; colportage work, selling Bibles 
and spiritual books (write Bible Institute 
Colportage Assn., 843 N. Wells St., Chi- 
cago); writing letters; personal work in 
revival meetings; mission work in needy 
districts, for colored people and foreigners ; 
living Christ in everyday practical matters ; 
unselfish loving service, especially for the 
needy. 

Do not forget “the uttermost part”! That 
is what the church of Christ has done, 
crowding the witnesses in home lands and 
leaving eight hundred millions without a 
witness ! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Be sure you are saved, then go ahead 
— with witnessing. 

Witnessing by righteous living is not to 
be made a substitute for witnessing with 
our words; for. right speaking is an im- 
portant part of right living. 

-Spread the Good News by scattering 
good tracts. 


November 17, 1934 


“Put a tract a day in the Devil’s way” 
is a slogan that was used by a young peo- 
ple’s society which did effective tract dis- 
tributing. 


My life: only one candle light; it will 
soon be out; let it shine in the darkest 
place, for there it will shine farthest. 


The way to turn from our idols of pleas- 
ure and money, of lust and ambition, is to 
turn unto God from idols. 


True witnesses will live lives filled with 
tears and filled with joy: so Paul did, and 
so also did his Lord. 


Paul had two “ambitions” —to be well 
pleasing unto Christ (2 Cor. 5:9, R. V.), 
and to preach Christ where he had not been 
named (Rom. 15:20, R. V.); and these 
two are joined together. 


Our Lord’s word for his witnesses is 
“Go!” Where? “Into all the world,” to 
every creature, 


The church does not need more money 
for missions so much as more passion and 
power for missions. 


Tennyson’s beautiful bugle song is a 
striking commentary on the “sounding 
forth” of the Gospel—with resounding 
echoes: 


Blow, bugle, blow, set the wild tens 


ying... 

O love, they die in yon rich sky, 
They faint on hill or field or river; 

Our echoes roll from soul to soul, 
And grow forever and forever. 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT were the four elements or quali- 

ties in the testimony of Paul and his 

companions that made their “words” ef- 
fective in winning the Thessalonians to Jesus 
Christ ? 

2. What was it in the Thessalonian con- 
verts that, beside the power of the Spirit, 
made effective their sounding out the Word 
in Macedonia and Achaia? 


3. What three words in the first chapter 
of 1 Thessalonians describe the character of 
the Thessalonian Christians, and also sum ‘up 
the Christian life? What other three words 
in the chapter tell how Christians who have 
these qualities behave themselves? 

4. What dominant note of the whole of 
1 Thessalonians is first sounded in 1: 10? 

. How does each of the five chapters in 
1 Thessalonians close? 

6. What truth is given in 1 Thessalonians 
for the first time in the Bible? Why is it 
goes here? What bearing has it on witness- 
ing 

7. On-what journey did Paul go to Thessa- 
lonica? What was the outstanding feature 
of that journey as distinguished from the 
others? 

8. How did Paul’s enemies in Thessalonica 
describe the work of the evangelists, in words 
that were a great testimony to the power of 
the Gospel ? 

9. What do you think are the two most ef- 
fective ways of witnessing for Christ? 

10. Why could not the disciples witness 
for Christ till after the Holy Spirit came ? 
To what were they to witness? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions aré given 
on page 748 of this issue. 





—— 
. 


Lesson for December 2 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_ explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
tha’ the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


“Try It On Me.”—For our gospel came 
not unto you in word only, but also in 
power (1 Thess. 1:5). An_ influential 
lawyer once rose in a meeting of Mr. 
Earle, the evangelist, and said: “I have 
eften heard of the power of prayer, but 
I don’t believe a word of it: if you want 
to test it, take me.” The evangelist in- 
vited him to come to the front. He re- 
plied, “I will do nothing of the kind; but, 
if you have ‘power in prayer,’ try it on 
me.” In closing the meeting, Mr. Earle 
invited all present to pray for the lawyer 
at an hour he named, and asked the lawyer 
to note the fact. On the third day that 
man was crying to God for mercy; and, 
selling his law books, he became an eminent 
minister of Christ—From The Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Ruth B. MacNeill, 
Cohasset, Mass. 


Moody’s “Three R’s.”—Our gospel (v. 
5). Some person once wrote in one of the 
Bibles used by D. L. Moody, the famous 
evangelist, the following: 

Ruin by the Fall, 

Redemption by the Blood, 

Regeneration by the Spirit. 
These George S. Stebbins, who was often 
a fellow worker with Moody, tells us Mr. 
Moody called the “Three R’s,” inasmuch 
as these great cardinal truths of Scripture 
were at the foundation of his creed. To 
these “Three R’s” he most tenaciously 
clung, and they formed the substance of his 
successful evangelistic ministry—Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N.Y. 


Business Rebukes Missions.—For from 
you sounded out the word of the Lord not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith to God-ward is 
spread abroad (v. 8). I sat in a mission- 
ary convention, A great Christian mer- 
chant arose and said: “I stood on the 
edge of one of the great Chinese provinces. 
I asked of my guide, “How many men are 
there beyond us who have never heard 
the name of Jesus Christ?” “Thirty mil- 
lion. But,” he said, “we must go back. 
We are already in dangerous territory here. 
We must go back.” As I stood aside to 
bow my head and lift my heart in prayer 
for that great body of men and women 
without the message of the living Christ 
I heard the creaking of one of the unspeak- 
able Chinese wagons, and, as I turned, 
there passed the miserable vehicle drawn 
by a weather-beaten camel, driven by a 
weazened coolie, and loaded with cans of 
Standard Oil, while underneath there hung 
a crate of lamps marked “Made in Con- 
necticut, U. S. A.” We could send them 
lights for their homes, but we had not sent 
them light for their hearts—From The Ex- 
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positor. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, Peters- 
burg, Va. Prise illustration. 


Aim-day-co.— Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me (Golden Text). It is said of Miss Re- 
side, the first woman missionary to Kiowa 
Indians of Oklahoma, that after she had 
been with the Indians long enough for 
them to know what it meant to be a Chris- 
tign, they gave her a new name. They 
called her Aim-day-co. Chief Bigtree, 
in explaining this name, said, “When we 
Kiowas see anyone on the wrong road we 
call out, ‘Aim-day-co!’? [‘Turn this way.’] 
Our sister came to us from a far land, 
and found us all on the wrong road and 
in great danger. She stood in a new road 
and called to us and said, ‘Turn this way,’ 
and showed us the Jesus road. God bless 
Aim-day-co,”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N. Y.; and Mrs. Emery T. Hunts- 
man, Martinsburg, Pa. 


Hanging Out the Ropes.—Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me (Golden Text). Sev- 
eral miles above Milton, Pa., when the ice 
was breaking up, a farmer got into one 
of his boats, purposing to pull it out of 
the river. A floating mass of ice struck 
it, breaking it loose from the bank, and 
carrying it and him out into the current. 
A neighbor, seeing the danger, mounted a 
horse, and with all speed rode down to Mil- 
ton. The people of the town gathered all 
the ropes they could secure, went out on 
the bridge, and suspended a line of dan- 
gling ropes from the bridge across the 
river. They could not tell at just what 
point the boat with the farmer would pass 
under, so they put a rope down every two 
or three feet across. By and by the farmer 
was seen, wet and cold, standing in the 
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boat half full of water, drifting down the 
rapid current. When he saw the ropes 
dangling within reach, he seized the near- 
est one, was drawn up and saved. One 
rope might not have answered the purpose. 
This pastor hangs the rope of salvation 
from the pulpit, and sinners present do 
not seem to get near it; but if the business 
men will hang out ropes, and young men 
and women, mothers and wives, hang out 
ropes, sinners will certainly be saved.— 
From “Personal Soul-Winning,” by Wil- 
liam Evans. Sent by Miss Arlowene B. 
Ellis, Rochester, Minn.; and Albert My- 
gatt, Carthage, S. D.; and. Faith R. Wil- 
liams, St. Petersburg, Fla, 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the faithfulness of thy serv- 
ants in the early days of the Christian Church. 
We thank thee that there are those today who 
so faithfully serve thee that their testimony 
goes out through many channels to:bring bless- 
ing and encouragement to others. May we be 
guarded, we pray thee, against any departure 
in our own souls from the faith in which thy 
servants in the early days held steadfast. By 
our work, by the love that we show toward 
others, by our loyalty and faithfulness to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, may the message of the 
Gospel be spread abroad. May we realize that 
we are not to gather unto ourselves the won- 
ders of thy grace without. obligation and the 
privilege of telling the Good News to others. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you suppose that 
anyone in this room worships idols? I am 
not going to ask for a showing of hands 
on the subject, but it may be possible that 
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some ome among us,—yes, many of us, 
have an idol of some kind tucked away, 
and to which we turn more often than we 
would like to think. You know what some 
of these idols are, — money, pride, a pleas- 
ure that we will not give up, even though 
we know that God wants us to. Perhaps 
a friend or acquaintance who takes first 
place in our thinking, instead of the Friend 
of friends, who should be first. These 
Thessalonian Christians turned from idols 
to serve the living God. Do we need to 
think about that for our own lives today? 
Well, if we want to bear a faithful witness 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, we must put him 
first and let our lives, by the grace of his 
presence, speak forth with our words for 
him. If anything is hindering our witness 
for him may it be taken out of our lives! 
Let us pray. 





ITNESSING 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Family Worship.—Making mention of 
you in our prayers (1 Thess. 1:2). In our 
home we have our family worship at night 
after dinner (supper). If we have guests 
I say, as the big, large print Bible is laid 
on the table before me, “We take our little 
home matters to the Lord at this time, 
and we will be glad to have you join with 
us if you do not mind.” 

I am rather cosmopolitan in my human 
contacts. To me every life that touches 
mine is a good prospect for evangelization. 
Consequently, sometimes the guest is likely 
to be a little “hard boiled.” But being my 
guest he cannot very well say, “I hope 
you will excuse me, I will go into the liv- 
ing room and wait for you.” So of course 
he always “minds” to sit with us—yes, 
every time in many years. 

I read the Scriptures according to my 
system, but when we kneel around the 
table in prayer I never fail to hold up my 
guest before the Lord for his blessing — 
and by name. In all these years, no matter 
how indifferent to things religious the man 
or woman might be, every one has been 
greatly pleased and tremendously impressed 
(2 Cor. 9:14; 1 Pet. 5:10). 

The other day when we had one of my 
hardest boiled old cronies to dinner and 
we arose from our knees, where I had 
made mention of him by name, I said, 
“Well, Old Timer, how did you like that?” 
“Like it, Bill!” he exclaimed, “you better 
bet I liked it.” Then he added, with 
moisture in his eye and a grin on his 
face, “And to think it was Bill Ridgway 
who did that praying!” 

You see old Brownie had been in college 
with me at the time I was the “unfinished 
business” of the faculty! There is a 
thrill in having some one mention your 
name to the Lord. 


“The Real Thing.”—Ensamples to all 
that believe in’ Macedonia and Achaia (v. 
7). Sometimes the Book spells it “en- 
samples,” as here, and sometimes “ex- 
ample,” as in John 13:15. Your dictionary 
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will tell you they are the same. But right 
here usder “The Christian as Witness” 
I like the “en samples.” Because a “sam- 
ple’ is supposed to be in quality the 
real thing of a Real Thing. 

Years ago there was much selling by 
sample. The oil salesman, for example, 
carried a bag like the doctors do now, and 
it was like the doctor’s bag, filled with 
glass cylinders containing beautifully 
blended and tinted oils. “Samples” of the 
real oil you were to get if you ordered a 
barrel or two — but sometimes did not get. 

Your tailor like as not has boxes and 
books of suiting samples—and these are 
always real pieces of the Real Thing be- 
cause cut from the bolt of cloth after the 
weaving and fulling. You cannot work in 
shoddy after the cloth is made, but you 
can easily adulterate oil and many other 
things, 

Paul was handing the church at Thessa- 
lonica a nice “bouquet” in this compliment. 
He is telling them they were producing the 
Real Thing in the Christian life, they were 
nice samples for all the other Christians 
in that part of Greece. Yes, “unadulter- 
ated” — “All wool and a yard wide,” as the 
saying is, 

Alas, there are those in the Christian 
church who cannot be taken out as samples 
with which to “sell” the Church to the 
unregenerate. Every now and then some 
voiceful scoffer picks out a weak, second 
grade Christian as a sample and tries to 
astonish all who know, by showing that 
poor old Falling Down instead of being 
pure cane sugar is only glucose; instead 
of being silk is only rayon; instead of 
being all wool is part cotton. 

Awhile ago a rascally church member 
was unmasked by the law. The newspapers, 
of course, referred to him as “A Great 
Church Worker,” much to the astonish- 
ment of all that congregation. The only 
church work the Dead Beat ever did was 
to work the members for what he could 
bamboozle out of them and get away with. 
“Sample,” we should say! But it has al- 
ways been thus and is part of the Chris- 
tian life from Judas Iscariot down the cen- 
turies. 


Sermons without Words.—Your faith 

. is spread abroad; so that we need not 
to speak anything (v. 8). If all those 
who bear the name of Christian and are 
followers of the Lord Jesus should rise 
to the high level of a Heaven-ordered life 
would any preaching service“be necessary? 
The affairs of the congregation or parish 
could be administered by laymen or women. 
Couples could marry themselves, and any- 
one could read the burial service. 

There are religious orders that do this 
very thing. The Quakers. And is there 
not more than one congregation that would 
be better off with no minister at all than 
the faith-destroying, Modernistic one they 
now have? 

Paul says, because of the high reputation 
of these Thessalonians as believers, there 
was nothing he could say more convinc- 
ing. When a man (or woman) lives a 
God-led life the mouth does not have to 
be opened in order to preach (2 Cor. 3: 2, 3). 

When I was in college I was one of the 
“wild ones.” I was in the college four 
years, and in all that time there was only 
one religious influence that reached.,as far 
as me. She was a little lame girl, delicate 
and frail, named Emily Walter.: She sat 
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near me, and she never said much, if any- 
thing, to me of a religious nature. But 
she lived her Christian life so sweetly and 
gently, so perfectly, that her personality 
seemed to glorify our whole study room 
and influence for good even the harum- 
scarum “rough-neck” from the iron mills 
of Coatesville. She did not have to speak 
a single word, and I cannot remember that 
she did. 

In our hall hangs an oil painting by 
Rembrandt Peale of our Uncle David, He 
was paralyzed, with jaws locked, and he 
was kept alive by feeding him liquid food 
through the space left by an absent tooth. 
He lived a happy life for twelve years after 
his affliction, and it was said his bed- 
room was a very gate to Heaven, and he 
was a blessing to every visitor. No preach- 
ing was needed in that part of New Jer- 
sey so long as Uncle David Ridgway shed 
forth the glory of his Lord. Emily Walter 
and David Ridgway were Quakers of the 
original brand, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Except ye be converted .. .” 
1. A letter Paul wrote. 
2. What “converted”? means. 


3. How we may help to spread the ‘‘good 
tidings.” 











UR lesson today (1 Thess, 1: 1-10) is 

part of a letter written to the Chris- 
tians who lived in Thessalonica. Let the 
children find it on the map, and also show 
them Corinth, where Paul was when he 
wrote the letter. 

These people had all believed what Paul 
had told them about God’s Son. Who is 
God’s Son? Yes, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The people of Thessalonica worshiped idols, 
but when Paul went and preached to them, 
many of them were converted. “Con- 
verted?” you say. “That is a very grown- 
up word.” But even boys and girls must 
be converted, you know, or they can never 
go to Heaven! The Lord Jesus Christ 
himself said, “Except ye be converted... 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 18:3). 

How, then, can we be converted? Let 
us read Paul’s letter and see, for in it 
he speaks of how these Thessalonian peo- 
ple were converted (vs. 9, 10. Explain 
very simply, and make sure the children 
really understand.) 

What a happy thing it is to be con- 
verted! The joy of Heaven filled these 
believers (v. 6), so that everybody round 
about saw how happy they were. Paul 
calls them “ensamples,” or patterns. Are 
you a pattern of what a Christian boy or 
girl should be? 

Paul said he thanked God for these 
Christians (v. 2). Do people thank God 
for you, because you make them so happy? 


Keep shining, keep shining, and never grow 


m 
Keep shining, keep shining, and glorify Him: 
That some one you meet on life’s journey 


may say: 
“Thank God for that Christian, he’s helped 
me today.” 
—R. Hudson Pope. 
But Paul did something:more than thank 
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Lesson for December 2 


God for these Christians—he prayed for 
them, too (v. 2). Paul. knew that Satan 
is always busy trying to spoil the wit- 
ness of a Christian. Do we pray for those 
who go to tell others about the Lord Jesus, 
and for the boys and girls who have been 
converted? Do not let us forget to ask 
God to keep them and us full of “the joy 
of the Holy Ghost.” 

And now let us learn our Memory Verse 
(Luke 2: 10b). Question the children as 
to what “good tidings” means, and point 
out that they were first brought by angels, 
but now God trusts us to take them to 
“all. people.” Let the children consider 
Mark 16:15. “Go-ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel [good tidings]. to 
every .creature.” Explain that although 
beys and girls cannot go to other lands, 
they can help to spread the good tidings 
by sharing the stories they learn at Sun- 
day school with other boys and girls, and 
even with grown-up people, who have per- 
haps forgotten them. 

Expression Work 

Write on the blackboard: 

“CONVERTED” means 

1. Hearing that the Lord Jesus died on 
Calvary’s cross to save you from sin and 
Satan, and that he rose again from the 
dead, so that you might go to Heaven by 
the way he has opened. 

_ 2. Coming to him to wash ‘your sin stains 
away with his precious blood. 

3. Taking him as your -own personal 
Saviour, and living to please him all the 


‘rest of your life. 


-Yorx, Ene. 
ue 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The urge to tell. 
Discussion: Get the fellows to state what 

they most enjoy talking about — and why? 

Encourage great frankness in this. 


Objective: To learn to love to tell the 
best Story of all. 














+7 

AY, fellows, if you should find a de- 

vice, which by attaching to your car- 
bureter, would enable your car to make 
25 miles to the gallon of gas, instead of 
15, the first thing you would want to do 
would be to tell your friend about it; 
because he has a car, too, and would be 
just as much interested in such a device 
as you are. So you tell him about it, first 
opportunity. Returning home from the 
game, where the score was 2 to 0 in favor 
of your team, you call out the glad tidings 
to friends along the way, because you are 
sure it is good news to them, too. That 
is just a natural inclination; you were 
born with it; you cannot help it. We all 
like to tell good news. God made us that 
way. We do well to examine a trait like 
that, for God does not put a strong bent 
in one’s nature, without having some spe- 
cial use for it for his own glory. 

I do not believe there can be any doubt 
but that the Lord put into our being this 
“urge to tell” for the supreme purpose of 
telling the Good News about Jesus Christ, 


the Saviour of men. Yet there are many : 


Christians today':;who are using that gift 
for other purposes. They tell bad news 
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— sometimes bad news without much foun- 
dation — about folks. Some talented fel- 
lows use the gift to entertain; they tell 
stories that have no greater value than 
to amuse. There is always the tendency 
to put in something smutty, or something 
that is not kind—to provoke a laugh. At 
a Rotary luncheon one day this little sketch 
was placed at each plate: 


A Poor JoxEe 
When some one blushes with embarrassment, 
When some heart carries away an ache, 
When something sacred is made to appear 
common, 
When somebody’s weakness provides the cause 
of laughter, 
When profanity is required to make it funny, 
When a little child is brought to tears, 
When every one cannot join in the laughter — 
It’s a poor joke. 


One of the happiest accomplishments is 
to be able to tell a good story; to tell a 
story that has an uplook; a story that 
leaves the hearer in the upper atmosphere 


_of high, clean thought; a story that stirs 


in one the best emotions and inspires the 
best purposes, 

The finest, best, most inspiring of all 
stories is the story of Jesus Christ; his love 
for men; his atoning sacrifice for lost sin- 
ners; his saving and keeping power. 

And God has equipped you to tell that 
story. 

If you are not telling that story, it is 
not because you do not know how to tell 
good news. Whatever stirs your heart 
with appreciation gives you the urge to 
stir somebody else. If you have come to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ in his won- 
der and power, you will be enthusiastic 
about him. You are bound to want to tell 
somebody else about him. You may stam- 
mer, and you may not use the best of 
rhetoric, but you will tell it. If you are 
not telling some other fellow about him, 
then you may seriously doubt whether you 
yourself have ever known him or surren- 
dered your own heart to him. Certainly 
he is not the Master of your life and your 
will, 

Take your measure by that, fellows; 
and if the result is not satisfactory, get 
down on your knees and ask your Lord 
to show.. himself to you, that you may 


. “know him, and the power of his resurrec- 


tion” (Phil. 3:10), and do not be satisfied 
until your discovery in him makes you 
tingle with the joy of it—and fills you 
with the urge to tell it. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Christian Life: 
9. Witnessing to the indwelling Christ 
(1) By lips; (2) by life. 


“CXOUNDED forth the word of the 

Lord” is the way Paul worded it, to 
the Christians at Thessalonica, in his first 
letter to them, and perhaps your girls will 
catch the point through that fine phrase 
more quickly than as suggested in the les- 
son plan above. Use either or -both—as 
you. know your own girls—only making 


certain that; they realize that witnessing 
:.to the indwelling Christ is one of the in- 


evitables in the Christian life. If their 
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friends and associates, knowing them, can 
fail to know also that Christ dwells within, 
then there is grave doubt whether he is_ 
there or not, whether there is any genuine 
Christian life, regardless of the name on any 
church roll, or outward profession. Any 
thinking girl will see this, and agree that 
her “religion” means very little to her 
unless it also means something to others 
around her. 


(1) But, how to do her witnessing, how 
to sound “forth the word of the Lord,” 
is a question not easy to answer for young 
girls of the usual kind. It takes far more 
courage and independence of character than 
most young girls possess.to speak of the 
deep things of her faith\to any but the 
very intimate few — sometimes hardest of 
all to speak to those very ones. Unless 
the sweet, familiar habit of a Christian 
home helps her; unless “speaking a word 
for Jesus” began in childhood’s un-self- 
conscious years, a girl in her teens finds 
it strangely difficult even to mention her 
Lord to others. Nor is the easy glibness 
of the almost flippant allusions to him 
which results from some “Young People’s 
Meetings” a thing to be desired. 

So, be very patient and understanding 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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It Will Cost You Nothing 


TO aE O ry FULL 


° LIGHT 
& LIFE” 
Sunday School 


Literature 


(International Series) 





Adapted to serve every age 
and grade in the Sunday 
School, 











Interesting - Inspirational 
odox 
For complete list of samples fill in your name 
and address below: 














: LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 
1132 Washington Blvd. CHICAGO, ILL. 


Christmas Music ™ owas" 
and Choir 
Send for our FREE catalog which describes sacred 
oe Se ts. Canta rn po ge 
Octavos n Music, etc. and contains a ple co copy 
of our New ice tor the Ch. Schoo 
Spun li smi serge eae 
Catalog oF Plays Without Music 
r. 





0 be sent if you name th pe 
GEO, F. ROSCH O. (Est. 1880) 
337 W. Madison St, Chicago, lil. 











SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 
ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 





NOTICE —The “Bible Expositor 

and Illuminator,” an Advanced Quar- 
terly of 192 pages, in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 























My Christmas Programs 
** Joy Bells” and “‘ The Star” 


Are easy—inexpensive—Scriptural 
RETURNABLE EXAMINATION COPIES ON REQUEST 
GRANT TULLAR Box 246M Orange, N. J- 


CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC 


New 1934 Christmas C: ~~ ee 48 pages of gore, etc., 
is FREE. Send postal t shows “GLORIOUS 
CHRISTMAS,” a different kind of service program, 
also two other services, both words and music. 

Pageants, dramatizations, sacrei «nd seculur cantatas 
for young people. Sent on examination, we pay postage. 


CHRISTMAS HELPER NO. 22 (new), material for 
children. 130 recitations, dialogues, exercises, songs, 
and special novelties. Send 25 cents. 


THE FOURTH SHEPHERD, a new kind of story 


in dialogue. 


See ** THE VILLAGE CHOIR”? a jolly musical en- 
tertainment forany time. Send for returnable sample. 
Send AT ONCE for descriptive catalogue. 


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (orchestrated), outstanding 
S. 5. Hymnal, a right kind of song book. Puts new life 
in the School. nd for copy, ask about “‘pay as you 
sing plan’’ and. ‘* How Lebanon did it.’ 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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as your girls may be slow to accept this 
witnessing by the lips; but oh, if you can 
help them to find the courage to “speak 
just a word for Jesus” to those about them 
no other such witnessing is quite so win- 
some! When a young girl testifies, defi- 
nitely, directly, with unmistakable sincer- 
ity and quiet reverence, to the Saviour who 
is the beioved of her heart, few can resist 
her. 


(2) Such witnessing is all the more ef- 
fective when it comes informally, unex- 
pectedly, in the midst or as the outcome 
of some small circumstance of everyday 
living. Such a word reaches much farther 
than the formal talk requested for some 
religious meeting. Then lips and life speak 
together and with far more power than 
results from either alone. A single, simple 
word to 2 classmate, or a playmate in some 
game, a traveling companion along the way, 
a member of the family in familiar con- 
tacts, when the life agrees with the speech 
—such witnessing, like that of the Thes- 
salonians, becomes “an ensample” of sur- 
prising influence and reach. 

The great question behind all witness- 
ing remains forever this: Do you really 
know Christ Jesus as the indwelling power 
of your own life? Until you do you can- 
not speak for him in any way save by 
words that are merely “sounding brass 
and tinkling cymbals.” 


Home Study 


Read 1 Corinthians 13 through, every day 
this week, substituting “Christ in me” for 
the word “charity” (or “love”) each time 
it occurs. When Christ in you becomes 
“a living, bright reality” you cannot help 
witnessing for him, by lips and life. 

Decatur, Ga, 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: A small hand bell. 











FEW years ago small bells like this 

were used in country schools to call 
in the children from the playground. When 
they heard the sound of this bell, they 
knew playtime was over, and they ran to 
the schoolhouse door. 

A guest was in a home recently, when 
suddenly the conversation was interrupted 
by the violent ringing of a bell. (Like 
this.) The hostess excused herself hastily. 
When she returned, she explained that her 
mother who was bedfast rang the bell to 
tell her that she was needed. 

In olde times, the church bell used to 
toll slowly the years of one’s life as the 
funeral was held in the church. Every 
one within the sound of the bell knew ex- 
actly what it was saying. 

In Los Angeles, on top of the Bible In- 
stitute are several great bells. Several 
times a day these bells sound out some of 
the hymns of the church, telling the story 
of salvation out above the din and noise 
of a wicked city. 

So you see, a bell sounds out some mes- 
sage. And then I turn to the letter to 
the Thessalonians, and I find Paul telling 
them that they had “sounded out” the word 
of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and 
Greece, but even farther. Like bells — 
sounding out. 
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Are we witnesses, sounding out the Word 
of the Lord, or are we silent bells? 


MopestTo, CAL. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 2) 


1. Their testimony was “in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance” (1 
Thess. 1: 5), and they lived as consistent serv- 
ants of the Lord. 


2. They were true followers of the Lord, 
“having received the word in much affliction, 
with joy of the Holy Ghost,” and were ex- 
emplary in their lives (1 Thess. 1: 6, 7). 

3. Faith, love, hope (1 Thess. 1:3). 
Turned, serve, wait (1:9, 10). 


: The Second Coming of the Lord. 

With a teaching concerning the Second 
Combag of Christ. 

6. The truth of the rapture of the church 
(1 Thess. 4: 13-18). The Thessalonian Chris- 
tians evidently expected Christ to come be- 
fore any of them died, and were troubled 
when some loved ones died, fearing they would 
miss the glory of Christ’s coming. Paul made 
the truth of Christ’s return a vital part of 
his witnessing. 

7. The second. On this missionary journey 
the Gospel entered Europe for the first time. 

8. They described the evangelists as those 
who . turned the world upside down (Acts 
17:36 

9. A consistent Christian life, and person- 
ally speaking to individuals about taking 
Christ as their Saviour. 


10. They were to witness to the resurrec- 
tion of Christ,—not only to the fact, but 
also to the result of that fact in the resurrec- 
tion life that they themselves had through 
the Holy Spirit. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps in Bible Study (Unit I), and 
Child Study (Unit IV), for students and 
teachers who may be unable to enroll for 
the Standard Training Course offered only 
in Bible institutes, colleges, and seminaries, 
but who can pursue the Preliminary Train- 
ing Course in church and community 
classes or by correspondence. Those fol- 
lowing this course in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times should write for further informa- 
tion to Clarence H. Benson, Secretary, 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 9 


Old Testament Law and History 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 
1 Kincs 


Selected Reading: 1 Kings 2, 3, 5, 
8 to 12, 17 to 19, 21, 22. 


IRST KINGS opens with the closing 

scenes of the reign of David, greatest 
king of united Israel, and ends with the 
close of the reign of Ahab, most wicked 
king of divided Israel. Eleven chapters 
are occupied with the accession and reign 
of Solomon, type of Christ as the prince of 
peace and the king of wisdom... His name 
is also illustrious as the builder of the tem- 
ple of God, greatest of all houses of wor- 
ship erected by men. ‘Yet Solomon, the 


— 
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wisest man, became a prince of folly, in 
his disobedience of God’s commands not to 
multiply horses or money or wives. These 
all became an expression of lust and covet- 
ousness and pride, and led the way to the 
divided and later the ruined kingdom. 

The last eleven chapters of the book take 
the story of the divided kingdom from 
Rehoboam, son of Solomon, and Jeroboam 
king of the Ten Tribes, down to the close 
of the reigns of Jehoshaphat, fourth king 
of Judah, and Ahab, seventh king of Israel. 
Beginning with hostility the two kingdoms 
came to a fatal alliance when Jehoshaphat, 
the good king, gave his son in marriage to 
Athaliah, the daughter of wicked, idola- 
trous Jezebel. 

The apostasy of Israel under Ahab called 
forth one of the greatest of the Old Tes- 
tament characters, the prophet Elijah who 
comes like a lightning stroke to turn Israel 
back to God. He is a man of the moun- 
tains. On Mt. Carmel he defeated Baal. 
On Mt. Sinai he heard the still small Voice. 
On the Mt. of Transfiguration he and 
Moses talked with the Lord Jesus, of whom 
he was one of the great forerunners. But 
it was “the Lord God of Elijah” who 
saved Judah and Israel in spite of their 
sin, the God of mercy and of judgment, the 
God of full provision and of miracle power, 
the God of victory, the God of the still 
small Voice. 

ye 
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Child Evangelism 


By Clarence H. Benson 


6"T“HE most surprising evidences of the 

permanent results of child conversion,” 
says the Rev. Lionel B. Fletcher of Eng- 
land, “are to be seen in any meeting where 
those present who were converted under 
the age of twelve years are asked to hold 
up their hands. Generally the proportion 
is so astonishing that any sane man must 
wonder how it is that people will continue 
to theorize instead of act on the evidence 
before their own eyes.” 

In one of the Billy Sunday meetings, 
at which there were 12,000 present, such a 
test was made, and it was found that 10,- 
000, or more than 80 per cent, had been 
converted before they were twenty years 
of age, and 9,000 of these in the Sunday 
school. About 1,000 decided between the 
ages of twenty and forty; 37 after forty; 
5 after fifty, and only one after sixty. 

Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, in a similar 
test, discovered that 3,260 out of 4,000 
present had made their decision before 
twenty years of age. Bishop Goodsell, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, said in 
this connection: “Whenever any audience 
at an annual conference is asked to indi- 
cate by rising the number who confessed 
Christ before they were fifteen years of 
age, two-thirds of the congregation will 
get on their feet.” 

The recent centennial anniversary of C. 
H. Spurgeon, the peerless preacher, brought 
out his firm conviction as to the depth 
and permanence of early decision for Christ. 
He said: “I have more confidence in the 
spiritual life of the ‘children that I have 
taken into this church than I have in 
the spiritual life of adults thus received. 
I will go a step further than that. I have 


usually found a cleater knowledge of the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Gospel and a warmer love for Christ in 
the child convert than in the adult con- 
vert.” 





a Children at Home 





When Taro Pasted 
Bible Texts on the Wall 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


OOR little cripple Taro was saying 

Sayonara (“Farewell”) to his miser- 
able bit of a room in a tenement house 
in Japan. You would hardly have thought 
that he would mind leaving such a dreary, 
miserable place, but then it was the only 
home the boy had ever known. His 
mother worked hard in the cotton mills all 
day to support them, and lately she and 
many others had lost their work. She 
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had now got a job in another mill, but 
it was so far away that she had been 
obliged to rent a room in another part 
of the city. 

Ten years before, Taro’s father had 
been killed in the same earthquake which 
had made his little son lame. At first 
the doctor had hoped to do something to 
help him, but he really could get no better. 

In spite of their terrible poverty, Taro 
was happy, for he had found the Friend 
who “sticketh closer than a brother,” and 
that had made all the difference in his 
loneliness and suffering. 

One day the Christian pastor, who had 
brought to him the knowledge of the Sav- 
iour’s love, suggested that he should clip 
texts out of some old, wom out Testa- 
ments from the Mission Hall, “Paste 
them on the walls, Taro, and perhaps they 
will speak to some one. You never know 
who may come in, and if you had to leave 
this room, there would be a witness left 
behind.” 

“Truly, truly,” said Taro, “that is a 
good idea, Sen-Sei (“Teacher”), I wanted 
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“to do something for Jesus, but I can’t move 

from this room, so it seemed impossible. 
How often I have said if only I had the 
use of my legs I should love to go and 
tell others about His love! But I can 
cut out texts and stick them on the walls.” 
So Taro started to cover their small room 
with texts, and he had just finished his 
happy task when they had to leave 

“Okkasan (‘Honorable Mother’), I do 
pray the next people to come here may 
not tear down my texts, but that they 
may help to find the Lord Jesus, too.” 

His mother stroked his thin little hand. 
“So, indeed, my Taro. Then you will 
feel happy to have done something for the 
loving Saviour.” 

The room to which they went was even 
darker and smaller than the old one. The 
crippled boy ached at times to be back 
in the familiar surroundings, where he 
had made friends with some of the chil- 
dren in the tenement building. He was 
absolutely alone all day now, and he often 
felt very weary. He hoped to start at once 
to cover the walls again with texts, but a 
spell of terrible pain kept him helpless for 
weeks — he could not even move his arms 
at all. 

One evening after a specially bad day, 
as he lay limp and worn out on his futon 
(“wadded quilt bed”), a voice called out, 
“Go men kudasai’ (“Please excuse me 
entering” ). 
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He eagerly called out, “Deign to come 
in,” and a young girl with a bright, smil- 
ing face slipped softly in, and, after the 
usual polite bows, squatted in Japanese 
style beside him. 

“I have brought you some flowers,” she 
said. “The Christian church friends told 
me all about you, so I have come. to visit 
you. My mother is an amah (‘nurse’) in 
a Japanese family, so I live with my old- 
est sister in your old room! I knew you 
would be glad to hear your texts have 
been such a blessing to us. My sister did 
not believe in any religion at all, and had 
grown hard and cold to every one; now she 
is so different. On Sunday I was so 
curious about the meaning of the words, 
‘God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son,’ that I went to the little 
Christian church. 

“The daughter of good Mr. Imai -was 
wonderfuily kind; she welcomed me, and 
made me stay for a talk with her mother. 
I told them about the texts on our walls, 
and then they knew it was your room we 
had got. Oh, we are so happy now, my 
sister and I! Although she has to work 
so hard, she feels altogether different, and 
we are praying for our mother to believe 
soon, You will help us, Taro, won’t you, 
because we want her to be happy, too.” 

Taro’s face was shining with joy. “I 
am so giad,” he whispered, “it was the 
only thing I could do for the Lord Jesus 
who had done so much for me.” 

“Truly, Taro, I just hope at school, and 
everywhere, I will always try to do all I 
can to tell others of our Saviour’s love. 
I have so many more opportunities,” said 
the little girl earnestly, “and the Lord 
Jesus will expect so much more from me.” 

WorrtHinc, Sussex, ENG. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 9. Problems Faced on Mission Fields, 
Acts 19 : 23-41. 





Sunday, December 2 


What is the Purpose of Missions? 
(Matt. 28: 16-20) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—To share the Good News (Mark 16: 
34-20). 

Tues.—To save men from sin (Heb, 2: 1-4) 

Wed.—To transform life (2 Cor. 3:17, 18). 

Thurs.—‘o lift life’s level (Titus 2: 9-15). 

Fri—To spread enlightenment (Acts 26: 
16-18), 

Sat.—To create “new men” (Eph. 4 : 20-32). 




















What was the motive in early modern mis- 
sions? 


How have methods changed in missions? 
How may missionaries best show Christ to 
cther peoples? 
HERE are four principal passages in 
the New Testament that clearly out- 
line the true purpose of Christian mis- 
sions. One we find in Mark 16:15, 16. 
Disciples of the Lord Jesus are to “go 
. . . into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” The Gospel 
is the Good News,—that news, which, 
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according to 1 Corinthians 15: 1-4 tells 
that the Lord Jesus came into this world 
in earthly form, that he died for the sins 
of the world, that he arose again the 
third day, and that he ascended into 
Heaven. This Good News is to be pro- 
claimed unto all “the world.” 
ee 

But not only is the purpose of missions 
to proclaim the Good News, —it is God's 
plan that his disciples should preach the 
Good News in such a way as to bring 
men to repentance and forgiveness of sin 
(Luke 24: 46-48). The Lord Jesus never 
intended that the Gospel should merely be 
a standard or ideal of living. It is his 
plan and purpose that it should bring new 
life, — the life that is Christ. Unless our 
missions carry the preaching of the Good 
News to the point where men must either 
receive it or reject it, they fall short of 
the purpose of our Lord and Saviour, 

We find, also, in the true purpose of 
missions the thought of witnessing (Luke 
24:48 and Acts 1:8). Missionaries must 
not only be able to tell what the Lord 
Jesus can do for the lost and needy, they 
must be able to tell what Christ has done 
for them. Men are interested in learning 
what a physician has done for others, but 
when we tell them what a certain phys- 
ician has done for us, the interest is likely 
to develop into trying the doctor. 

gee 


In the real purpose of missions we may 
also see the importance of bringing others 
into discipleship and instructing them in 
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Lesson for December 2 


the Christian “walk (Matt. 28: 18-20). 
Men and women are not merely to be 
brought to a decision for Christ, and then 
left to flounder*as best they can.. They 
are to be brought into fellowship with 
other Christians and instructed in the Bible 
and in Christian living until they are strong: 

In the Book of Acts and in the Epistles 
we learn how effectively God’s purpose 
for missions was carried out by the early 
Church. - The apostles, usually by twos, 
carried the Gospel to an astonishingly large 
part.of the then known world. Their 
method was a simple one. They went to 
a town or. city, usually in an important 
central location, where they stayed for a 
short -time preaching the Gospel, winning 
men and women for Christ, baptizing them, 
and forming a small group or church. 
Then, leaving this group to evangelize: in 
turn the surrounding countryside, the apos- 
tles moved on to another central location 
to begin their work over again. 

Churches that were thus formed were 
visited occasionally, and further contact 
was maintained by letters and occasional 
visits, so that advice and counsel could. be 
given. But each church was responsible 
for maintaining itself and for evangelizing 
the surrounding territory. 

Not long ago some of our established 
mission boards began to realize that they 
had departed from this New Testament 
method of evangelization. Instead of be- 
ing on the move constantly into new fields, 
they had permitted their workers to set- 
tle down in comfortable centralized mis- 
sion stations. Instead of the native 
churches being independent and _ respon- 
sible for evangelizing their own people, 
in many cases the native churches were 
supported by gifts from the home church, 
and were doing little or nothing in the 
way of evangelism. In a number of cases, 
there has been a strong swing back to the 
apostolic methods, although this has come 
largely among the faith missions rather 
than among the denominational boards. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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1935 Keswick Calendars 


MONG Christians the world over, there 
is perhaps no better known or more 
highly valued Scripture calendar than the 
one known as The Keswick Calendar. 
Three styles are offered for the coming 
year. One is the familiar wall type, and 
is of cardboard, seven and three-quarters 
by twelve inches, with an over-all scene, 
in colors, from the English lake country. 
This style sells for seventy cents. The 
newer “Panel” style is also a wall calen- 
dar, on heavy cardboard eight by eleven 
and one-half inches, showing a beautiful in- 
set mountain picture, in sepia, of Langdale 
Pikes. This sells for seventy-five cents. 
The third style is an easel type for the 
desk, measuring six and one-half by five 
inches, in red gold lettered cardboard, and 
sells for seventy cents. All of these prices 
are exclusive of postage. 2 
The calendar pads on each of these 
types are the same, one page for each day 
of the year. In ‘addition to a Scripture 
verse for the day,: there is also a choice 
bit for meditation, from the pens of such 
Christian leaders and writers as Bishop 
H.C. G.- Moule} Dr. Alexander Smellie, 
Dr. Northcote Deck, Dr. W. Graham 
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Scroggie, J. Russell, Howden, H. W. 
Webb-Peploe, M.A., and many others. 

Here is a. suggestion for a Christmas 
gift that will bring blessing and comfort 
and inspiration throughout the whole year, 
and many who use this calendar will treas- 
ure the daily messages long after the days 
on which they appear. 

The calendar may be ordered from the 
Christian Life Literature Fund, 506 Com- 
monwealth Building, 1201 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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Concerning Captain Wallis 


The Times is glad to publish the fol- 

lowing letter, which was recently re- 

cewed from E. Schuyler English, 
Managing Editor of Revelation. 


mh Bean have been persistent rumors 
circulated, absolutely without foun- 
dation, of the death of Captain Reginald 





Wallis of Southport, England. 


“The rumor began in late September, 
immediately after Captain Wallis sailed 
for home. This. is the third successive 
year that such reports have arisen. It has 
seemed almost impossible to stop this talk, 
for upon assuring inquirers that we had 
a letter from Captain Wallis after his 
arrival in England, immediately the rumor 
changed to the fact that he died after his 
return home. Then, upon assurance to 
inquirers that we had letters from Captain 
Wallis dated after the dates of supposed 
radio announcements of his decease, the 
rumors would change again to make the 
date of his supposed death later than the 


- date of the letter received. 


“In order to stifle effectively this rumor, 
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Gems of Gold—For Christmas 
DR. H._ A. IRONSIDE, 
a §=6§6r Pastor Moody Church, 
—= A? Chicago, says: “Not since 
Spurgeou's ‘Morning and 
vening Readings’ were 
published years ago, have I 
seen as delightful a volume 
of original matter for day 
by day meditation as this 
rightly named volume by 
R. E. Neicusnour. The 
poetry is of a high order 
and deeply spiritual, and 
the prose comments are like 
all of this writer’s produc- 
tions, lucid and instructive. 
1 cannot recommend this 

book too highly.’”’ 


DR. GERALD WINROD, 
Editor and Publisher, 
says: ‘‘One of the most 
inspirational books ever 
struck from a printing press. . 
DR. WM. L. PETTINGILL, ‘on-Wide Bible 
Teacher, says: ‘‘ Packed full of galden gems. A valu- 
able addition to any library.” 
ust off the press. 648 ms and 365 prose writings all 
by DK RE NEIGHBOUR. 36 poges: 634 ines 394 
ins. Bound in beautitul imitation lather, stamped in 
ld, a gift book that will scatter sunshine each day of 
the year. Place yuur orders now. $1.50 per volume; 
four for $5.00.. Christmas-wrapped and sent to one or 
four addresses postpaid. Send for descriptive circulars. 


THE McMILLEN-NEIGHBOUR PUBLISHING CO. 
219 Court Street, Elyria, Ohio 
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- Established 1886 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1512 Third St. Harrisburg, Pa. 








When Zachary Taylor*, fresh from the Mexican War, 
was President of the United States, the American Bible 
Society was sending checks to its annuitants. 






» AND TODAY 


the Society makes payments promptly 
and regularly to the many holders of 
its annuity agreements. 













These checks always sent when due in 
spite of wars, panics and depressions, 
relieve anxiety today just as they have 
done through all these years. eek 


*President Taylor 
- having been made a 
1 Life Director of the Amer- 
/ f] i ican Bible Society in 1850 

© ; stated: pptlievias that our 

: ses and greatness as 
Aepencdahble income ReSae eae 
happiness as individuals, is 

a in direct proportion to no 
and have the satisfaction of helping in the important enaeh  ae ope pw 
work of Bible distribution through an annuity agree- the holy religion is reveal- 
ment of the American Bible Society. Mail the coupon ed, I canaoc b -| Lage 4 
iat SES taebemaneen. tend to diffuse its instruc- 
tions and render it more 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY accessible to all.’ 


American Bible Society, 7 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS 97 entitled | 


You too, can secure 
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“A Gift That Lives.” 
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the writer was in transatlantic telephone 
communication with Captain Wallis today, 
October 31, 1034, within the past hour. 
Captain Wallis is well, feeling better than 
he has in years. 

“Will you do everything » possible to 
help us in our effort to make the fact 
of Captain Wallis’ good health knowh? 
Thank you,” 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of : 
The Great Commission Prayer League 
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_ 
Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


November 26 to December 2 
Mon.—2 Corinthians 4 : 1-6. 
Witnessing by the Word. 
Prayer Succestions: Early Christians 
went everywhere “preaching the Word.” 
The Church is a witnessing Body. Her 
testimony is to be given in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Her message is the Word 
of the Lord which is to be experimentally 
unfolded. Artfulness, deception, and adul- 
teration must be renounced, in the delivery 
of the word of reconciliation. Pray to love 
God in Christ more and to be more entirely 
his than ever before. 
Tues.—1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10. | 
Witnessing by Life. 
Prayer Succestions: A consistent life 
mightily enforces Gospel testimony. A 
good conscience, the Word, and the power 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of the Holy Spirit make the testimony ir- 
resistible. Exemplification more than vocif- 
eration of the Gospel is what tells most 
for God. Witness well at home and you 
will soon be given a larger sphere for tes- 
timony. Pray to rest more simply on the 
Lora Jesus and his finished work. 


Wed.—Mark 5: 15-20. 
Witnessing among Friends. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Witnessing for 
Christ among friends is often harder, 
nobler, and more effective than among 
strangers. The light shines farthest that 
shines brightest at home. The Gadarene 
demoniac witnessed among friends as the 
Lord directed, and later his witness was 
extended to the ten cities of Gadara. Obe- 
dience to Christ always insures success. 
Pray for love and zeal in taking more time 
for God’s work and prayer. 


Thurs.—Matthew 28 : 1-10. 
Witnessing of Women. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The announce- 
ment of our Lord’s resurrection was made 
first to women who were commanded to 
tell it to his disciples. Witnessing women 
are prominent throughout the Bible. The 
Acts and the last chapter of Romans give 
prominence to women who were commended 
to be received and assisted by the church. 
Women have had no small part in the 
spreading of the Gospel. Pray for a faith 
that will trust and cling where you cannot 
see, 


Fri—Ezekiel 2 : 1-10. 
Witnessing to the Rebellious. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Witnessing to the 
rebellious is a heartbreaking experience., 
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Noah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Christ wit- 
nessed to rebellious, impudent, stiff-hearted 
people. -Christ’s lament over his generation 
is well known (Matt. 23:37-39). But 
whether men hear the Word or not, let 
every one of us be patient, loyal, loving 
witnesses for Christ. Pray for more marked 
answers to prayer. 


10 : 30-35. 
Witnessing to the Responsive. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Finding hearers 
prepared for the ministry of the Word is 
an all too rare experience these days. 
In days of revival it is the rule not the 
exception. Such a preparedness is a defi- 
nite, remarkable, discernible work of the 
Spirit of God. We should pray for such 
remarkable conversions. They would do 
more than anything else to cheer ‘the 
Church of God. Pray, “Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again: that thy people may rejoice 
in thee?” 


Sat.—Acts 


Sun.—Psalm 107: 1-9. Witnessing a Duty. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: When witnessing 
ceases to be a delight it still remains an 
obligation. “For if I do this thing will- 
ingly, I have a reward: but if against my 
will, a dispensation of the gospel is com- 
mitted unto me” (1 Cor. 9:17). The re- 
deemed of the Lord are cautioned not to 
restrain thanks for God’s wonderful works. 
The Syriac version of this first Psalm, in 
the fifth book of the Psalter, has a one 
word heading — “Alleluia!” How sad that 
“Hosannas languish on our tongues.” Too 
few pilgrims are finishing their course with 
joy. Pray for a spirit of constant prayer 
that meets with constant answers. 
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“THROUGH THE BIBLE”....A NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL COURSE 





{ Offered by Scofield Memorial Church 


What Others Say— 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, Pas- 
tor Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago, Ill.: 
“T cannot imagine a 
better method of con- 
neeted Bible study than 
that which you have de- 
vised and set forth in 


IT 1S DIFFERENT— 


—The Whole Bible 
—Chapter by Chapter 
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—Questions with Refer- 


“Home of the Scofield Reference Bible” 





—Sunday School 
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USE IT IN YOUR— 


—Vacation Bible School 
—Missionary Society 


What Others Say— 

Prof. Carl Armegding, 
Evangelical Theologi- 
cal College, Dallas, 
Texas: 


“T know of no Sunday 
Schooi Course that can 
{ equal it because it 
slights no part of God’s 


these booklets of your ences Word. It is truly com- 
six-year course.’ —Blank Note Pages —Bible Class prehensive.” 
Dr. Wm. M. Anderson, —Absolutely Orthodox —Home Study Rev. Harold W. Nelson, 


Jr, Pastor 1st Pres- 
byterian Church, Dal- 
las, Texas: 

“Tt is a pleasure to me 


GRADED TO PROVIDE FOR ALL AGES 


First Baptist Church, 
Rochester, Minn.: 


“Truly God's blessing 
is upon the course. We 
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The Forbidden Book 


T IS cause for thanksgiving that we are no longer forced to read the Bible in secret, 
like the father and daughter in this Belgian painting of a scene from Inquisition days. 
It was a favorite of Ralph Norton’s, about whom there is an article in this issue. 
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How TO MAKE YoOuR BIBLE CLASS A SUCCESS 
A Simple Plan That Works 


Vy Bet a joy it is to teach a 
Bible Class of eager, inter- 


ested students! This thrilling ex- 
perience may be yours if you follow 
the simple plan described below. 
You need not be an expert in psy- 
chology, you need not use any 
‘‘ booster’’ methods, you need no 
costly supplies, nor exert any unusual 
effort. It seems almost too easy to 
be true, and yet the plan works ! 


This Is The Plan 


Provide yourself and each member of the 
class with a copy of the SCOFIELD REFER- 
ENCE NEW TESTAMENT. This is absolutely 
all the study material that you need. You 
are now prepared to pursue a course of 
lessons devoted to a study of those great 
Bible doctrines in which all are interested. 
Turning to the Index in this New Testament, 
you will find a list of Summaries of such 

reat Bible words as FAITH, GRACE, HOLY 
SPIRIT, JUDGMENTS, REPENTANCE, SIN, 
TIMES OF THE GENTILES, WORLD-SYSTEM, 
and nearly fifty others. 


These summaries include the whole New 
Testament teaching on each of these great 
subjects, with many Scripture references to 
related passages. Devoting each lesson 
period to a study of one of these Summaries, 
you are assured of the continued interest of 
your class because they deal with those great 
Bible doctrines in which all are so vitally 
concerned. What an inspiring session your 
class will have on the day you study the 
Summary on the HOLY SPIRIT! 
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SO KEYS TO BIBLE 


By following this plan you place in the hands of your 


students fifty keys, each of which will unlock the door 
to priceless riches of the Scriptures. Your class will be 
eager to go on acquiring a mastery of the Bible because 
they will quickly see that they are making real progress. 
Each meeting will be alive with the intcrest created from 
the discussion of living issues that are the very heart 
of the Bible. No concern need be felt in such a class 
whether the members are coming back—they will be 
eager to return, and will bring their friends. 


The Scofield Reference 
New Testament 


THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE NEW TESTA- 
MENT AND PSALMS has helps to all the hard 
places, conveniently printed on the very pages 
where they are needed. (It is practically 
a New Testament and a commentary com- 
bined). It also has center-column chain ref- 
erences on the great Bible words previously 
referred to. Each of the New Testament 
books is preceded by a synopsis providing 
material for Scripture study by books if de- 
sired. The text is the Authorized Version. 


The new Popular Edition of the SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE NEW TESTAMENT is durably 
bound in cloth, measures 7x 4% inches and 
contains 436 pages. Surely a wonderfully 
low priced at only 


$1.00 a Copy 


Try this plan and experience the joy of 
leading a constantly growing group of in- 
terested Bible students into a knowledge “‘ of 
those things which are most surely believed 
among us."’ 


Special Note to Teachers 


Although not essential, you will find it an 
advantage to use yourself the SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE BIBLE with its valuable helps 
throughout. There are fifty styles from $1.95 
up. circular describing them will gladly 
be sent. 


At all booksellers or from the publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRES 
Dept. 17 : 
114 Fifth Avenue NEW YORK 














“I MUST HELP THE JEWS!” 


Sometimes we think we are a voice in the 














i) Rami der I have seems going or gone — 
yet, EI must help the Jews.”? Thus 
wrote a child of God whose soul had been stirred to 
its depths because of the tragic condition of the Jews 
throughout the world. And she sent, out of her 
slender purse, a gift that the Jews might know that 
all Christians do not hate them.’’ 


‘“*] Must Help the Jews! Dear child of 
God, they are still God’s people, beloved for the 
fathers’ sakes, and because you have been born again, 
you love what He loves; and you know that He still 
loves Israel with an everlasting love. 


‘*3 Must Help the Jews!**? Driven like cattle 
through the fields and forests of Europe, tortured, 
harassed, brutally beaten, Jewish girls mutilated by 
wild hordes of savage Arabs ; howls of agony, groans 
of despair. What a horrible nightmare ! 


‘¢] Must Help the Jews! The borderlands 
of Germany teem with thousands of Jewish refugees 
who have stumbled their way through the bloody 
attacks of Nazi hate, to the emergency shelters of 
Switzerland, of Poland, of Holland, of France. What 
a Christianity for the Jews to gaze upon ! 


**3 Must Help the Jews! In the face of such 
a crisis as Israel has not known since the days of Titus 
and Nero, the Church of God is silent! What a 
reckoning will have to be given to Him in Whose 
veins flowed the blood of Abraham and Isaac and 


Jacob ! 
wilderness crying when none will hear. 
feel with Jeremiah of old, ‘‘Oh that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people !’’ 


Dear Reader, will you say, ‘*I, 
Help the Jews!’ 
Jew not only with the Gospel message of salvation, 
but with the trumpeted assurance, ‘‘ These things you 
have suffered are not things which Christians do! 
No true Christian ever hated a Jew !’’ 


Church of the living God, this is an §.0.§, It is 
Israel’s eleventh hour. 
cataclysm move, this may be the last call before the 
trumpet blows, and you will be face to face with a 
Christ Who may look into your eyes and ask, ‘‘ What 
have you done for these, my brethren ?’’ 


Sometimes we 


Must 
Help us to bombard the world 


So swiftly does the world 
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as God directs, to make known the saving power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to Israel. 
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